Table of Contents

~ReasonableAnswers.org,

E-Mail- Robert@Reasonable Answers.org

Mormonism

~r

1%
e ‘ e
f Y
“.? aw WP &N

Mark 8:36 "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?
Mormonism -A different god! -A different Jesus! A different gospel!

© This PDF book is copyright protected. You cannot make any changes to it without
permission. Permission is herby granted to copy and give away. The material must not be sold
for profit. You must not have financial gain in anyway whatsoever directly or indirectly using the
written material in this book. Those who are looking for articles for newsletters and website
content are to only use Book 3 and Selected Poems by the author Robert Kiser.



Table of Contents

USING THIS BOOK
Click on the "Table of Contents" in the box of the upper left hand corner of any page to take you
back to The Table of Contents.

From the Table of Contents you can click on any section that you wish to read.
Adobe Reader allows you to change the font size to make reading easier.

Robert E. Kiser

All Scripture unless otherwise noted is from the New American Standard Version of the Bible.
Copyright by the Lockman foundation.

Copyright © 2004 by Robert Kiser. All rights reserved.
For information contact:

Robert Kiser at P.O.Box 545

Gold Hill OR. 97525-0545

http://Reasonable Answers.org/

E-Mail- Robert@Reasonable Answers.org




Table of Contents
Table of Contents

INtrOAUCHION ..ot e e pg.7
LAY T 1101 ) 4 pg. 8
To the Mormon reading this book ..o pg. 10
L.D.S view of Christianity. .....cc.cceeeeveeserccsvrcceecns oo . . . . . ceesPg. 12
All other ChUurChes are WIONEZ. ......cccuiiiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt saae e e seeessaeenbe e pg. 12
Christian denominations are in sin for rejecting MOTMONISM..........cecueerveerierieerieeneeeneeeeeaens pg.12
Only two churches, church of God and church of the devil. ..........ccccoooiiiiiiiniiiiiie, pg. 13
The challenge by Brigham Young to compare Mormonism to the Bible...........c.ccccceeuenenee. pg. 13
Is it important what a church teaches? .................... . . . . pg. 14
Warning about another GOSPEL..........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiie e e pg.14
Warning about false Prophets..........cocuiiiiiiiiieiie it pg.14
Warning about another Jesus, gospel and Satan's representatives............cccecvevevienienieecneennen. pg.14
Warning about false teaCherS........cc.ooviiiiiieiiiciicce e e e e pg. 15
Jesus says they will die in their sins, if they don't believe who he is..........cccceeeiiriieniiennnnnne pg. 15
Proverbs and a way, which seems right and results in death .............ccccocoeiviinieiiiiieinennn. pg. 15
Joseph Fielding Smith warns many Mormons are not familiar with their religion............... .pg. 16
Harold B. Lee challenges L.D.S to defend their faith. .............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiii e pg. 16
Bruce R. McConkie reminds L.D.S of the warning from Jesus of false teachers. ................. pg. 16
The prophet Joseph Smith. .... . . . ceeessensesssens  sesssssssnse pg. 17
How to tell a true prophet from a false prophet .................................................................... pg. 18
Bruce McConkie says that if Joseph Smith was a false prophet

then MOTMONISIN 1S WIOME. ....ccviiiiieiieriie et eieeeteeieeeeeteeesaeeeseeseeensaesssessseasseeseesssesnneansnes pg. 19
Paul F. Royall says L.D.S should prove to themselves Joseph Smith was a prophet............. pg. 19
The great soldiers of the Cross have been gathered from the highlands of adversity. ........... pg. 19
False Prophecies.

The prophet Joseph Smith & the Civil War. .......ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiicie e pg. 20
The prophet Joseph Smith & the Missouri Temple. .......ccccoocuieiiiiniieniieiieiieece e pg. 23
The prophet Joseph Smith & the 56 Years. ........cccveviiiiiieiiecieeee e pg. 26
A DIFFERENT GOD.....cuiiininens seenesesnssiesssassssssessss sossssns . . . pg. 31
We should not listen to a prophet that tells us to go after other gods .................................... pg.31
Mormon view

Mormonism declares there are 3 Gods in the godhead. ..................cooiiiiiii pg. 31
God was once a man like us before he became a God. ..........coecvveviiiiienieiieceeee e, pg. 31
God the Father has a body of flesh and bones. ..........cccoevieeiiiiiiiiniece e, pg. 31



Table of Contents

Christian view

God has always Deen GOd. .......cceeiiiiriieiieciee e et st eabe e pg. 32
There i 0Nly 0N€ GO, ...ooouiiiiiiiiiieie ettt st eensae s e pg. 32
GOd dOES NOL ChANGE. ....couviiiiiiiiieiie ettt et ettt st et e et e e s e saseenneeneas pg. 32
God the Father does not have a body of flesh and bones. ...........cccceeviieiiiiiiinieiieceeee. pg. 32
Book of Mormon says there are no other Gods. .........coouieiiiiiiiinieiie e pg. 33
Brigham Young taught that Adam was God. .........ccoevieriiiiiiiiiiiee e pg. 33
Brigham Young's words are as g00d as SCTIPLUIE. ........ceveeuieiiiieniieiieeieeneeeieeeeie e eneeeeeens pg. 33
A DIFFERENT JESUS............. . . . . . ceevsnesnes  cusenes pg. 34
Mormon view

Jesus 1S OUr lder DIOTNET..........ccuiiiiiiiieiie et et pg. 34
Lucifer is the brother 0f JESUS. ......ccooiiiiiiiieiiiiiie e e e pg. 34
Jesus is the firstborn spirit child of the Father. ............coccoooiiiiiiiiiii e pg. 35
Christ gained exaltation (became @ GOd)........cccvivviieiieeiiiiiiieiie et pg. 35
All men were born sons of God in the SPIFit. .......ccceevviieiieeieiiiiiiieeie e pg. 35

Christ was begotten by an Immortal Father in the same way that mortal
men are begotten by mortal fathers...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiii e pg. 36

Christian view

Jesus created angels including LUCITEr. .......ccooviieiiiiiiiiieie e pg. 36
Jesus has always DEEn GOd. ......c.covviiiiiiiiiiiieie ettt et e pg. 37
Jesus was a miraculous conception; a virgin gave birth by the power of the Holy Spirit...... pg. 37
The Jesus of Mormonism was born at Jerusalem. ............cccccoevieiiieiiiniiiinieeie e pg. 38
The Jesus of the Bible was born in Bethlehem. .............cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e pg. 38
A DIFFERENT HOLY SPIRIT. .. . .o . . . . cesseesssnns  eee pg. 38
Mormon view

The Holy Spirit 1S @ fIUId. ...ocoiiiiieieie et pg. 38
The Holy Spirit can be in only one place at one time. ..........cccoeveeueeriiienienie e pg. 38

Christian view
The HOLy SPIrit 1S @ PEISOM. ..eevieiiiieiiiiiieitieeiie et estteette et et e et eeetaeesbeesseeessaesrbeesseenseeenseesaseens pg. 39
The Holy Spirit can be in more than one place at atime...............cccoveviiiiiiiiiinninnn.n.. pg. 39



Table of Contents

A DIFFERENT GOSPEL ......ooomererrresssrsssnss cossse eesessssssssnsssss s s sssssnssnss pg. 40
L.D.S, 3rd article of faith..........ccooiiiiiiiieie e et e pg.40
What does it mean to e SAVEA? .......ccuiiiiiiiiiiieiiee e e e pg. 40
Definition of saved & SaAIVAtION........c.ccccviiiiiiiiicii it pg. 40
Saved frOM WIATN......cccviiiie ettt ettt eaae e nes pg. 40
We are not saved because of "obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel". ........ pg. 41
We are saved by grace as a gift of God not by works. ... pg. 41
Salvation is to be resurrected in Mormon DOCEIINE. ........cceeeiiiiiiniiieniieiie e pg.42
The Bible does not teach universal salvation. ..........c.ccceeiieiiiiiiiiiniieiie e pg. 42
Everyone will not be saved, but everyone will be resurrected. ...........cccevveviiiiiiniieniennes pg. 42
GRACE VERSES WORKS................ . . . . . . ..pg.43
Grace and WOTKS defINed..........ccouiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee et e et s e pg.43
Gift of God and our UNWOTLRINESS. ........ccciiiiieiie ettt s pg.44
Defining faith and the Book of JAMeS........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiice e pg.45
James tied in With Paul.........cocoiiiiiiiiiii e e e pg.46
Those that say we are not saved by faith alone............ccccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiin e, pg.46
The idea that we are saved by faith at first then later saved by works rebuked by Paul.......... pg.48
The early church taught salvation by Srace..........ccceevieeiiiiiiiiiniie et pg.50
BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD........... . . . . . . «..PG.51
Quotes from L.D.S QUthOTIEIES. .......eiviiiiiiiieiiie ettt e e s e e pg.51
One can be saved apart from being baptized...........cccoeviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeie e pg.53
Salvation comes through faith; it is a matter of the heart.............cccccceeveiiinieiiiiiiiiee pg.55
No biblical reference instructing or suggesting that one does genealogical research............. pg.56
Born of water does not mean baptized...........ccueeeuiiriiiiiiiiiiiiieie e pg.56
There is no second chance even for those who have not heard the gospel...........cccccevvvenn.n. pg.59
The context of 1 Corinthians chapter 15 is about the resurrection, not baptism...................... pg.60
L.D.S STANDARD WORKS......ureniee coruene . . . ceessnesnensenenne  sene pg. 66
L.D.S view of the Bible and the 8th article of faith. ............ccccooeviiiiiiiiiii e, pg.66
The testimony of Jesus concerning the Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls. ..........c.ccc.c........ pg. 66-67
The Inspired Version of the Bible by Joseph Smith. ..........cccccoeviiiiiiniiiiiiiiieece e, pg. 68
The BOOK OF MOTINON. ....uiiiiiiiieiiie ettt ettt ettt saae et e e s sabeeeaeesseeensaesnneens pg. 70
Extensive population and civilization on the North American continent before Christ. ....... pg. 70
No archeological evidence and things contrary to known history...........cccceevvevieeieinieennnen. pg. 71
The Doctrine & Covenants and The Pearl of Great Price. ........ccccoovveviiiiiiiniieniecieeieeeiens pg. 72
Letter from the Smithsonian Institute concerning the Book of Mormon. ......................... pg. 74-75
The Church did not need to be restored. . . . . . ceesseennennenns pg. 76
God's foreknowledge not pre-existence. ......ccccecceeecenes coveene . . . ceeeneenPg. 78




Table of Contents

PRIESTHOOD.........ccceeurverecurrennee . . . . . . . ceereeeePE.80
Commentary 0N HEDIEWS. .......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiieiee et pg.84-90
PUIPOSE OF the LaW....ccuiiiiieiiiiciiie e ettt ettt sabeenbe e e e see pg.90
Jesus is the way and I am complete in ChriSt.........cccvieviieiieeiiiiiiieeeie e pg.91
Melchizedek Priesthood is not transferable..............ooveeiiiiiiiiieiie e pg.9l
Holy or ROyal PrieSthood. ........ccuiiiiiiieiie ettt e e pg.92
Everlasting Priesthood in Old Testament did indeed end..............cccevviiiiiiiiiniieniiecie e, pg.93
Marriage for eternity and polygamy ........cceeeee ceueeee . . . cvesnsesnsssnness  oes pg.95
No other Gods . cevenssnsennennsans sssssens . . . . ceseene  sneene pg.99
Was Joseph Smith an honest man? . . . . . . . «..pg.104
What about Gordon B. Hinckley? ........ccccceeeus venuee . . . ceeessennesnnene  sesne pg.106
Challenge and arrogance of L.D.S authorities . . . . ceessenensnnns pg.108
Jesus Married?.....ecvecnencnsnns sesersnssnsssrsnsnncs sosssses . . . ceessesnnennenne  ees pg.109
Brigham Young taught that Adam was God........ . . . . . . ..pg.109
Jesus crucified because of polygamy? .................... . . . coressenesnnens  soes pg. 110
If a white man has relations with a Negro God will Kill him. .....c.ccccees cevvevene vereeenvererenee pg. 110
A council of Gods made up the plan of creation.... . ceeensennesnes ussnsssssensensesssnsans pg.111
God created by himself. .......cccocee covevrvesnncencns vevurens . . . ceeessensesnssns  sssses pg. 111
Mormons are not to eat meat except in cold or famine. ............ uueu... ceeneeneepg. 111
The Bible says Adam sinned; a Mormon prophet disagrees with the Bible. ............... pg. 111
Joseph Smith was not a martyr. .........ccceeeeeene . . . . . . «.pg. 112
Blood Atonement. ..... ceveusenseanenness saseusesssasessenssnsessenssssensens  Seasessesnsssessensesse suses pg. 114
RESOURCES......ccuiniiniisnnes serecsssesaes cossenns . . . ceessesnenenns  sesssessane pg. 116




Table of Contents

MORMONISM

There are many Good things that can be said about the L.D.S Church and its members.
I do not have any ax to grind concerning any of its people or all of the good things that they do.
My one and only objection concerning the L.D.S Church is that it is not true.

I believe that Satan has used this organization to blind the minds of its members. The
people themselves are deceived and are mislead.

As the Apostle Paul said
"For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers,
against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places." (Eph 6:12)

The people are the victims not the enemy! Always remember that! When sharing with an
L.D.S member there are certainly some issues I would consider more important than others.

For example the doctrine of pre-existence is not nearly important as the doctrine of salvation.
Who cares if you convince them that pre-existence is un-biblical when they are still lost for
trusting in a false gospel or a false Christ?

The areas where I deal with these doctrines are not intended to be a complete exposition
on the subject. They are only intended to provide enough information to point out error in their
false beliefs. For example showing that Jesus is not the spirit brother of Lucifer is enough to
show it is a false Christ or another Jesus. However it certainly does not show who Jesus really is.
What good is refuting a lie without also teaching what is true? To help a person understand the
truth I would refer you to my other writings that explain and defend Christian doctrine. This can
be found on my website at Reasonable Answers.org
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My Testimony

I would like to share with you my own experience of how I came to the Lord. I feel that it is
unfortunate that our culture often views demons, hell and other such things like some sort of
fairy tale.

I was born and raised in an active Mormon family. I had kind and loving parents for which I am
thankful. T grew up believing a different gospel than that which is found in the Bible, but rather I
was taught and believed Mormon doctrine. When I became a teenager I was very rebellious.
Although I believed in God, I was much more interested in partying and getting in trouble. I did
a lot of things back then that I am ashamed of today. One night some friends and I were watching
a demonic movie. I remember my friends commenting on the movie. They were saying that, if
the things that were taking place in the movie were happening to them they would leave that
house. I did not see how that was an answer. I pointed out that the demons certainly were not
confined to that house.

Later that night while I was working graveyard shift I was reflecting on this. I started wondering
how much Satan enjoyed my lifestyle. I wondered if he had any part in my life that led to mental
anguish and anger. I know this sounds crazy but the thought of this made me mad! I began to
want to retaliate against him. I was alone in the shop and so I began to yell at him. I said that for
every person I robbed I would tell somebody about Jesus. Not that I cared about Jesus. I just
figured that would make him mad.

Right after this I was overwhelmed by the feeling that something evil was there in the shop with
me. The feeling was so strong that it scared me. I began to pray and the feeling went away. For
the next 3 months or so this same awful feeling would come upon me, even if I were not thinking
about such things. Each time it scared me so much that I would begin to pray. Every time I
prayed the feeling would go away but it always seemed to come back. Things began to get
worse. Sometimes while I was driving it would feel like something would grab my steering
wheel of my car. I would be pulling really hard to try and turn then suddenly it would break free
like something let go and I would almost wreck. I was becoming afraid to go anywhere or do
anything.

One night when I had gone home; as I began inserting my key into the lock I saw something on
the other side of the glass staring back at me. I jumped back and while I was looking at what I
believe was a demon, it disappeared. If I was high on drugs perhaps I could have brushed it off,
but I wasn't. For me this was all I could take! I got down on my knees there in my front yard and
told God that if he would just make this go away I would give my life to him. That night these
things stopped happening to me. I have a friend that had become a Christian several months
before this, so I began to go to church with him.
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Later I took a vacation and went to see my parents. I wanted to tell them about what had
happened and the change that had taken place in my life. I figured they would be happy
considering all of the hardship I had put them through in my teenage years at home. To my
surprise my dad was not pleased at all. He said I might as well not go to church at all because I
was going to the wrong one. He insisted that I needed to return to the Mormon Church. This
caused a lot of confusion for me. I had friends saying the Mormon Church was a cult and that it
that did not teach biblical truth.

I also had my family telling me the Mormon Church was the only true church.

I began to question who or what I should believe. For that matter why should I even believe the
Bible? A good friend of mine directed me to the Christian bookstore. I began to study
Mormonism as well as historic Christianity. After a lot of research, study and prayer I found a lot
of factual reasons to accept the Bible as the word of God. I also discovered just as many reasons
not to accept the Book of Mormon as the word of God. I found that Mormon doctrine is contrary
to the teachings of the bible. I also found that it could be proven that Joseph Smith was a false
prophet. I accepted the Lord around 1985 and have been studying on and off since then. I am
glad to say that although the majority of my relatives are still Mormons. My dad who was a High
Priest in the Mormon Church and served on 3 stake missions has left Mormonism. My Dad now
has accepted Jesus and the doctrine of historic Christianity.

Several years after accepting the Lord the Mormon Missionaries started coming to my house.
After some discussion one of them asked me if I wanted my name removed from the L.D.S
Church records. I stated that only if somebody understood why. I gave them a book that I wrote
which contained a portion of what is found on my web site. I stated in a letter written on the
inside of the cover of that book that I would be willing to listen to anybody that could show me
in the Bible where I was wrong. I further stated that I would gladly accept any correction from
the Bible since I believed that it is the final authority. About a month later I received a letter in
the mail stating that they were removing my name as a member of the L.D.S Church. I find it
interesting that nobody within the L.D.S Church ever even attempted to show me where I was
wrong in scripture in what I had written. I am not surprised however because I know that the
L.D.S Church is in fact the one that has greatly abused the word of God. (The Bible)

I am aware of the many strong testimonies from L.D.S members who claim to have had
supernatural experiences. Especially in the area of those who are deceased being grateful for the
L.D.S members being baptized in their behalf.

To this I must say we should interpret our experiences through the Bible. We should not interpret
the Bible through our experiences. The bible warns us not to even listen to an angel if they tell us
something which is contrary to the bible. A spirit could seem good and do wonderful things for
you, but if it contradicts the bible then you know it is not from God. Some would question why a
demon might do good things for anyone. Well, if in doing so it leads you away from Jesus and
the truth of the gospel then it accomplished its purpose.

Robert E Kiser



Table of Contents

To the Mormon reading this book

I was born and raised in the L.D.S Church and there are many good things that I can say
about people that [ knew in the Church. I have no bitter memories at all that pertain to the L.D.S
Church. My objection is not toward any of its people or past experiences while I was in the
Church. My objection is simply that it is not true and I believe that this book proves that. I have
some very good memories in the L.D.S Church when I was real young. As a teenager I decided I
hated going to church, but it was not because of any dislike for the people there. I do not really
know why I became so rebellious, but I did. Knowing what I know now I am thankful that I am
not a Mormon. Words cannot express how grateful I am to be able to fellowship with my Dad in
the Lord and to know with certainty that I will see him in heaven. My Dad never disowned me
even though I gave him every reason to. In my teenage years I rebelled and made life miserable
for my parents and my Uncle Philip and Aunt Louise as well.

For this I will always be ashamed and I wish I could change my past but I can't. When I
first accepted Jesus as my Lord around 1985 I thought my Dad would be pleased but he wasn't.
He told me that I might as well not go to church at all because I was going to the wrong one.
This caused me a lot of confusion and drove me into an in depth search for truth. I had people
telling me Mormonism was wrong and my Father telling me it was the only truth. I fired
questions at people from both sides. For the most part the Mormons I questioned simply told me
to pray about it and accept Mormonism as truth. I was greatly disappointed that they had no
answers. Some such as my Dad tried to answer but the answers were not concrete in scripture
(the Bible) or facts. The Christians who told me Mormonism was wrong however came up with
concrete answers to my questions. Maybe not immediately but they took the time to search for
the answers and were patient with me as I continued to fire more questions at them.

To change what you have been taught all of your life is a struggle. I still do not claim to
know the answer to everything in fact I know very little, but I do know this; the Bible is
trustworthy and when it disagrees with me it is I that am wrong and not the Bible. Granted when
you first see that the Bible disagrees with you it is a struggle to let go and it makes you search
and study for confirmation that you really are wrong. If the Bible says you are wrong then you
are wrong and you must adjust your beliefs according to it not to what someone else has told you
is truth nor even according to what you feel. Prov 14:12 tells us" There is a way which seems
right to a man, but its end is the way of death." We are also warned against false teachings and
false Christs and false prophets. Mt.24:24, Gal.1:8, as we can see in Jn.8:24 it is extremely
important to know who Jesus really is.

I am reminded of a couple of things I can remember my Dad saying on more than one
occasion. He used to say "I know the Church is true and I would stake my life on it" he was of
course referring to the Mormon Church. He was indeed staking his life on it as well as his
eternity. If you are L.D.S then you also are staking your eternity on the idea that it is true. If ,we
are right and the L.D.S church is not true then you are making a fatal error. This book was done
out of love and concern and I hope you can see that even if you do not like what it says. But to
not share the truth with you would be a sin in itself. PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER
AND STUDY. Your eternity depends on it! I also remember my Dad saying that "If the Mormon
Church is not true than there is no truth."” he now knows that is not true. The Bible is indeed the
word of God and contrary to what the L.D.S authorities have said it is very trustworthy.

10
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I feel that it is important to say that if you leave the Mormon church and do not turn to
the Jesus in the Bible and trust in him and his written word, you have gained nothing. In fact you
lost out; although if you really believe Mormon doctrine you will not make it to heaven. The
church itself is full of good well-meaning people. With their friendship at least you can live a
better life. The Mormon Church has a good social structure, which helps to make it successful.

Terminology from different people makes discussion rather confusing many will say
Jesus is the Son of God, but what does that mean to them? The Jehovah Witness says this means
he is Michael the Archangel who is a god but not the Almighty God. The L.D.S authorities tell
us this means he is a God who is the son of Elohim and the brother of Lucifer as well as our
elder brother in the spirit world. The Bible tells us that he is part of the Godhead, God in human
form, the creator and the only God that exist. 1 Jn.5:7, Phil.2:5-11, Jn.1:1&14, Col.1:15,
Col.1:13-17, Is.43:10, Is.44:8.

I have found when talking to people that are opposed to what I believe whether from
going door to door are people whom I have encountered at work. They may ask me questions in
which I do not know the answer and I will search for the answer. When I find the answer it
increases my faith. I propose the same to you; if my Dad and I are both wrong show us where
and we will be forever grateful. If you do indeed posses the truth looking into these matters will
only increase your faith. However if you do not posses the truth looking into these matters will
destroy your faith in Mormonism as it did for my Dad and L.

I did indeed pray as to whether the Book of Mormon was the word of God. Every time |
prayed this False prophecies by Joseph Smith came to mind. I feel God answered my prayer in
this way. My Dad and I differ a little on what disturbed us and caused us to reject Mormonism.
Still what matters most is what I replaced it with. My Dad and I replaced it with truth and a
wonderful relationship with a person not a church. My relationship with Jesus is greater than
anything I experienced as a Mormon. He is not just a doctrine, but a person who wants to have a
real meaningful relation with you as well.

Meant with Love
Robert Kiser

11
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REASONABLE ANSWERS AND HOPE

1 PETER 3:15

Mormonism

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is often referred to as the Mormon
Church or is abbreviated L.D.S. I would be among the first to readily admit that most of the
Mormon people are good honest and sincere people. I was born and raised in an active L.D.S
family and 1 can certainly testify to the honesty and sincerity of most of the people.
Unfortunately the Mormon Church does not teach the truth found in the bible concerning God,
Jesus or salvation. The Mormon Church is in fact opposed to historic Christianity.

L.D.S VIEW OF CHRISTIANITY

Joseph Smith History 1:18-19 (also called Joseph Smith 2) (PEARL OF GREAT PRICE)

18 My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know which of all the sects was right,
that I might know which to join. No sooner, therefore, did I get possession of myself, so as to be
able to speak, than I asked the Personages who stood above me in the light, which of all the sects
was right (for at this time it had never entered into my heart that all were wrong)--and which I
should join.

19 T was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong, and the
Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that
those professors were all corrupt; that: "they draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from me, they teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but
they deny the power thereof."

Discourses of Brigham Young, p.319 - p.320
(Mormon Prophet 1847-1877)

There are, doubtless, millions of just as honest people among the several religious
denominations as are amongst the professedly Latter-day Saints. But they have not the Gospel,
they are in darkness with regard to the plan of salvation, and their teachers are blind guides,
totally unable to give the people the living word, the way of life. If they live up to the best light
and knowledge they have and can get, they are safe, and in a saved condition. What is the sin of
the ministry and people of the present Christian denominations? It is that light has come to
them and they reject it. The condemnation of the Jewish nation was that light had come into
the world, but they chose darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil; so says the
Savior. The same Gospel that Jesus taught to those who rejected him is entrusted to us to preach
to the whole world with the same consequences which must reach them at some time, in some
condition. 17:262.

12
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1 Nephi 14:10 (Book of Mormon)

"And he said unto me: Behold there are save two churches only; the one is the church
of the Lamb of God, and the other is the church of the devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth not
to the church of the Lamb of God belongeth to that great church, which is the mother of
abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth."

As you have just read the Mormon Church teaches that the various denominations that
compose of historic Christianity are all wrong, in sin, and of the devil. Furthermore Previous
L.D.S authorities have given us the challenge to examine Mormonism in light of the bible and
show them where there is any error.

By Brigham Young " Take up the Bible, compare the religion of the Latter-Day Saints with it
and see if it will stand the test" ( Journal of Discourses V16 P46, 1873)

By Brigham young " No man can disprove a truth... Why not rather every man rise up and say,
Let God be true, let the truth remain and let me know the truth. That is what I want-I will submit
to it; and let every false theory and principle fall, to rise up no more"

( Journal of Discourses V8, P132, 1860)

By Orson Pratt " If we cannot convince you by reason nor by the word of God, that your
religion is wrong, we will not persecute you...we ask you the same generosity...convince us of
our errors of doctrine, if we have any, by reason, by logical arguments, or by the word of God
and we will be forever grateful for the information"

(The Seer, pg.15)
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IS IT IMPORTANT WHAT A CHURCH TEACHES
ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE?

Gal 1:8-9 (NAS)

8 But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to
that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.
9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel

contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.

(1) Do you think Paul would consider it important what a prophet or anyone else taught?
(verse 8&9)

Deut 13:1-5 (NAS)

1 "If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a
wonder,

2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let
us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,'

3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the
LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul.

4 "You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His
commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.
5 "But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has

counseled rebellion against the LORD your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and
redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the LORD your
God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you.

(1) What if the prophet can do miracles but he tells us of other God's should we listen to
him? (verse 1-3)

(2) Does God take the matter of this prophet lightly? (verse 5)

(3) If the teachings about God or Jesus are not the same Jesus or God as the Bible tells us
about is this following after other god's?

2 Cor 11:3-15 (NAS)

3 But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be
led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.
4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you

receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not
accepted, you bear this beautifully.

5 For I consider myself not in the least inferior to the most eminent apostles.

6 But even if I am unskilled in speech, yet I am not so in knowledge; in fact, in every way
we have made this evident to you in all things.

7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached
the gospel of God to you without charge?

8 I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to serve you;

9 and when I was present with you and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for

when the brethren came from Macedonia, they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept
myself from being a burden to you, and will continue to do so.
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10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be stopped in the regions of
Achaia.

11 Why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!

12 But what I am doing, I will continue to do, that I may cut off opportunity from those who
desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting.

13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles
of Christ.

14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of

righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.

(1) Was Paul concerned about teachings of Jesus or the gospel ? verse 3&4

(2) Can these false teachers appear as honest and religious people? verse 13-15

(3) Why was Paul afraid for the Corinthians? verse 3

(4) Why would Satan or his servants want to appear as servants of righteousness?

2 Pet 2:1 (NAS)

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers
among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who
bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

(1) Does Peter think that false teachings are a serious matter?

John 8:23-25 And He was saying to them, "You are from below, I am from above; you are of
this world, I am not of this world. "I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for
unless you believe that I am He, you shall die in your sins." And so they were saying to Him,
"Who are You?" Jesus said to them, "What have I been saying to you from the beginning?

(1) Does Jesus sound like it might be important to believe correctly about him?

Prov 14:12(NAS)
12 There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.

(1) Is it wise to trust emotions or what may seem right? verse 12

After reading these verses have you reached a conclusion to whether or not it is
important what a church teaches?

Why do you suppose Satan would want to introduce false prophets or false teachings
about who God or Jesus is?

Do you believe that it important to know what the Bible says concerning who God or
Jesus is?

If the teachings of'a church about who God or Jesus is are different than that of the Bible
should you attend and support that church?

If the teachings of the gospel by a church are different than that which we find in the
New Testament should you attend and support that church?
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Following are some quotes that you may also want to consider from L.D.S authors.
Joseph Fielding Smith, Gospel Doctrine, p.325

Many of our young people, and some older ones, too, are not familiar with their own
religion nor with the beautiful and striking doctrines of the gospel with which it is so laden. This
class devote more time to reading useless or sensational books than they do to the study and
contemplation of works that would familiarize them with the principles of the gospel. If they
were better informed in this line, and understood the saving doctrines and every-day
questions of their religion, more than they do, they would not be trapped by false
teachings, false leaders, and advocates of cults that are false.
Harold B. Lee, Stand Ye In Holy Places, p.359

The mission of this church is to bear witness of the truths of the gospel and put to
flight the false teachings on every side that are causing the restlessness and the aimlessness
that threaten all who have not found the straight path and that which could be an anchor to their
souls.

Bruce R. McConkie, The Mortal Messiah,Vol.2, p192 p.193

We learned from Jesus as he sat on the Mount of Beatitudes, delivering his incomparable
Sermon on the Mount, that we should beware of false prophets -- of the scribes and Pharisees, of
the priests and Levites, who professed to be teachers and leaders and prophets but who were in
fact ravening wolves in sheep's clothing. Though they wore the mantle of religious leadership,
their false teachings tore apart the spiritual well-being of their flocks.

There are many L.D.S doctrines that can be proven to be in error when contrasted with
the bible. However there are some issues that are more important than others. One example is
pre-existence and salvation. What difference does it make if someone believes in pre-existence
or not, if they are lost because of a belief in a false Christ and a false gospel? Obviously
salvation is more important. I believe that the key issues should be the focal point before the
minor issues when engaging in conversation concerning Mormon Doctrine. The key issues are
(1) Was Joseph Smith a true prophet of God?

(2) Does the L.D.S church teach the truth about God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit?
(3) Does the L.D.S church teach the true gospel?
(4) The L.D.S Standard Works
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THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH

There are people who have made some remarkable predictions yet they are not prophets
of God. For example Nostradamus is credited for making some amazing predictions, of course
he did not claim to be a prophet of God. There are those that have claimed to be a prophet of
God and have started a religion. Charles Taze Russell claimed to be a prophet of God and he
founded the Jehovah Witnesses church known today as the Watchtower Society. Now the
informed Mormon and Christian would agree that Russell was not a prophet of God nor did he
found "the true church" So the question is what separates a true prophet of God and these people
and is it important to distinguish the difference?

When we look to the Bible we can soon learn how to distinguish a false prophet from a
true prophet. We are also told why it is important to do so.

(One test is if they tell us to follow after a god other than the God of the Bible. Deut. 13:1-

10)

Mt 7:21-23

21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he
who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name,
and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'

23 ""And then I will declare to them, 'l never knew you; depart from Me,

Here we learn that there are those who prophesy in Jesus name and even perform
miracles, but that does not mean they are from God!

Acts 3:22-23

22 "Moses said, 'The Lord God shall raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren;
to Him you shall give heed in everything He says to you.

23 'And it shall be that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed
from among the people.'

In this passage we can see why it would be important to distinguish a false prophet from a true
one. It certainly does not sound wise to ignore what someone has to say, if they really are a
prophet of God.

Deut 18:18-22 (NAS)
18 'T will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words
in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.

19 'And it shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak
in My name, [ Myself will require it of him.
20 'But the prophet who shall speak a word presumptuously in My name which I have not

commanded him to speak, or which he shall speak in the name of other gods, that prophet shall
die.'
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21 ""And you may say in your heart, 'How shall we know the word which the LORD
has not spoken?'
22 ""When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about

or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.

(1) In verse 18-19 We see that we should listen to a true prophet or answer to God for it.

(2) In verse 21&22 We see it is easy to tell the difference from a true prophet from a false one.
If he is a true prophet and he tells us something about the future it will come to pass. Notice he
does not mention any exceptions, one false prophecy makes one a false prophet.

(3) As we can see in verse 20 God does not take the matter of false prophets lightly.

One might ask how can God judge the false prophet so harshly? The answer is because the
prophet said God said something that he knows God did not say. God himself is the one that
causes the prophecy to come true. Man when he is involved is only an instrument that God uses.
Following is some scripture that shows this.

Ezek 12:25

"For I the LORD shall speak, and whatever word I speak will be performed. It will no longer be
delayed, for in your days, O rebellious house, I shall speak the word and perform it,"
declares the Lord GOD.""

Hab 2:2-3

Then the LORD answered me and said, "Record the vision and inscribe it on tablets, that
the one who reads it may run. "For the vision is yet for the appointed time; it hastens toward the
goal, and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; for it will certainly come, it will not
delay.

Here we have seen that the Lord is the one that fulfills the prophecy and the fulfillment
of it is certain. We know that God does not lie and nothing is to hard for him. Heb.6:18,
Jer.32:27. L.D.S scripture also tells us that the Lord fulfills the prophecy and the fulfillment is
certain.

D&C 1:38

38 What I the Lord have spoken, I have spoken, and I excuse not myself; and though the
heavens and the earth pass away, my word shall not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled, whether
by mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same.

It is interesting to me that many from Protestants type denominations will willingly
enough put the prophecies of Joseph Smith to the test. While many Mormons are not willing to
do so either because they do not believe it is important or they think it is wrong to do so.
Following are a couple of statements from L.D.S authors that show that it is important to
establish that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God.
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Bruce R. McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, p.13

Conversely, if Joseph Smith was not called of God, if he was a fraud and an impostor, if
he was a false prophet -- then Mormonism, as the restored gospel is often called, is itself a fraud
and a delusion. In that event we as a people are in as dark, as benighted, and as fallen a state as
the rest of mankind. And thus the issue is squarely put. Joseph Smith either was a prophet or he
was not. He was either a revealer of Christ and God and their saving truths or he was not. His
work on earth was either for good or for ill. There is no middle ground, no gray area, no room
for compromise.

Paul F. Royall, BYU Speeches, December 17, 1963, p.4

Joseph Smith was either a prophet of God, or be was a fraud. There is no halfway mark
about him. He was either what he claimed he was, or he was the greatest prevaricator that this
world has ever known. I say that it is expedient for each of us to prove to ourselves whether
he was a prophet or whether he was a fraud.

Of course there are still those Mormons who say I already believe Joseph Smith was a
prophet so what need is there for me to put his prophecies to the test? I say to them that the more
I have studied even what I already believed the more it has increased my faith. I can honestly say
that my faith in God and his word has increased greatly by sharing this faith with people with
opposed views. The truth will endure all test and through opposition faith is strengthened. Take
to heart what was said in the following L.D.S Conference Report.

Bryant S. Hinckley, Conference Report, April 1939, p.62

John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard Richards,
and many others were given the opportunity, not only to prove their loyalty to the Prophet, but to
prove their fidelity to the truth. These men were tried in the crucible of affliction. Spurgeon once
said: "The great soldiers of the Cross have been gathered from the highlands of adversity."
It was true in those early days of our history. Those people were winnowed and sifted by the
winds of adversity, until nothing but the wheat was left.

Following we will examine three prophecies by Joseph Smith. Your job is to decide if he

was a true or false prophet. If they are not false then you must be able to explain how you can
justify them as being true prophecies.
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THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH & THE CIVIL WAR

First I would like you to look at the Civil War prophecy carefully and see if it was
intended to be divided into time frames of the (1)Civil War (2)World War 1&2 (3 ) The second
coming of Christ.

This is the way the L.D.S authorities have interpreted it so that it was not a false
prophecy. I suggest to you that to interpret this prophecy in such a manner is not being true to
the context! To help see the problem with this type of interpretation I have marked each time
frame in the following way.

1. Everything to the left of #C# would have to pertain to the Civil War time period.

2. Everything to the left of #W# would have to pertain to World War 1&2 time period this
section is also underlined.

3. Everything to the left of #2# would have to pertain to the 2nd coming of Christ this section is
also in italics.

Other things that are in Bold are points that you should take notice of.

Date: December 25, 1832 D&C 87:1-8

1 Verily, thus saith the Lord concerning the wars that will shortly come to pass, beginning at
the rebellion of South Carolina, which will eventually terminate in the death and misery of
many souls; #C#

2 And the time will come that war will be poured out upon all nations, #W# beginning at
this place.

3 For behold, the Southern States shall be divided against the Northern States, and the Southern
States will call on other nations, even the nation of Great Britain, as it is called, and they shall
also call upon other nations, in order to defend themselves against other nations; #C# and then
war shall be poured out upon all nations. #W#

4 And it shall come to pass, after many days, slaves shall rise up against their masters, who shall
be marshaled and disciplined for war.

5 And it shall come to pass also that the remnants who are left of the land will marshal
themselves, and shall become exceedingly angry, and shall vex the Gentiles with a sore
vexation. #C#

6 And thus, with the sword and by bloodshed the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn; and with
famine, and plague, and earthquake, and the thunder of heaven, and the fierce and vivid
lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath, and indignation, and
chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of
all nations;

7 That the cry of the saints, and of the blood of the saints, shall cease to come up into the ears
of the Lord of Sabaoth, from the earth, to be avenged of their enemies.

8 Wherefore, stand ye in holy places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come, for
behold, it cometh quickly, saith the Lord. Amen. #2#

To interpret this prophecy in the manner that the L.D.S Authorities have explained it to
us including World War 1&2 we have to change time frames at least 6 times in only 8 verses.
(1) T cannot find any wording in the context of this passage that would suggest that it was
intended to be interpreted in these time frames? If so what is it?
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(2) Interpreting this prophecy in this way how would one explain the fact that World War 1&2
are brought into the picture it is right in the middle of a sentence in verse 2 which is referring to
the Civil War and then the subject changes back to the Civil War?

(3) Considering the fact that this passage starts out and ends with "saith the Lord" Do you think
this was intended to be a prophecy or just Joseph Smith's opinion?

(4) According to verse 1&2 war was to be poured out on all nations beginning at what place?
Did this happen in the Civil War time period?

(5) If you are true to the context when should there be a full end to all nations?

(6) Is this a true or false prophecy? How should you respond according to the Bible?
Duet.18:18-22

Herber Kimball a member of the first presidency made the following statement. Keep in mind
the civil war took place from 1861-1865

Journal of Discourses, Vol.9, p.54 - p.55,
Heber C. Kimball, April 14, 1861

There are many good books for you to read, and that are full of good instruction. Here
are the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and Book of Doctrine and Covenants. You will see many
revelations in the last-named book that are already fulfilled, and there are others that are still in
the future. The Almighty through his Prophets foretold that the nation would make war upon
this people, and that he would come out of his hiding place, and pour out his judgments upon
those that rebel against him, and who persecuted his people, and set themselves against his
house. Then it shall go forth like a mighty whirlwind upon the face of the whole earth. In this
country the North and the South will exert themselves against each other, and ere long the
whole face of the United States will be in commotion, fighting one against another, and
they will destroy their nationality. They have never done anything for this people, and I don't
believe they ever will. I have never prayed for the destruction of this Government, but I know
that dissolution, sorrow, weeping, and distress are in store for the inhabitants of the United
States, because of their conduct towards the people of God. Then the judgments will go forth to
the nations of the earth. I have an understanding of these things, and I sincerely hope that you
comprehend as clearly as I do. If you do, you will strive to prepare for those things that are
coming upon the earth in these last days

Does it sound like Herber Kimball understood the civil war prophecy was to all be fulfilled at
that time when he said "and they will destroy their nationality" ?

Even if you interpret this prophecy as something that was to all take place in one time
period as I believe it was intended.(making it a false prophecy) One would still wonder about the
parts of the prophecy that did come true. I am referring to the fact that the Civil War did take
place, it did begin in South Carolina. How could Joseph have known that much before it
happened? It might not be as amazing as you think if you take a look at what was happening in
history at the time of his prophecy.
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For Example the tension was bad enough between the north and the south that John
Quincy Adams (then Secretary of State) predicted civil war himself 12 years earlier than Joseph
Smith. The following can be found in the L.D.S Collectors Library under the bonus title
American History, "An apprehensive view of the Missouri compromise"

AUTHOR:  Thomas Jefferson
DATE: 1820
SOURCE: America, Vol.5, Pg.305

[THE Missouri Compromise was the first of the great measures that followed the spirit of
mutual accommodation found in the Constitution itself. It was an arrangement between the free
and slave States, embodied in an Act of Congress approved March 6, 1820, which provided for
the admission of Missouri into the Union as a slave State, but which prohibited slavery in all
other Louisiana territory north of the southern boundary line of Missouri.

Jefferson betrays both apprehension and alarm for the future of the Union, in these three
letters written in 1820. It is the Southern view of a lukewarm slave holder. Following it is the
Northern view taken from the journal of John Quincy Adams, then (1820) Secretary of State.
His prophecy of civil war, in the third paragraph, was fulfilled in 1861. Niles, whose moderate
view follows, founded (1815) and edited "Niles' Weekly Register," the files of which are an
invaluable record of contemporary events. ]

Still this leaves the fact that Joseph Smith stated that the rebellion would begin in South
Carolina. This is what a lot of people would have expected at that time. Before Joseph Smith's
prophecy Congress passed a tariff act that South Carolina refused to accept and President
Andrew Jackson alerted the troops to be ready for war. The following can be found in the L.D.S
Collectors Library (bonus title)

History of the American People, Vol.4, Pg.36 - Pg.37

The election over, General Jackson once more chosen, her party ties broken, her
principles of opposition still unsanctioned and untested, South Carolina proceeded with her
radical programme of redress. On the 24th of November (1832) a state convention, summoned
for the purpose and formed upon the model of a constitutional convention, adopted and
promulgated a formal Ordinance of Nullification, which declared the tariff Acts of 1828 and
1832 null and void and without force of law within the jurisdiction of South Carolina, and
gave solemn warning to the rest of the country that any attempt on the part of the federal
government to enforce the nullified laws within her limits would sever South Carolina's
connection with the Union and force her to organize a separate government. The legislature
of the State immediately took steps looking towards a resumption of some of the powers before
formally surrendered to the Union, and provided for putting the State in readiness to resist
coercion by force of arms. Mr. Hayne was recalled from Washington to become governor of
the State; and Mr. Calhoun resigned the vice presidency to take his place upon the floor of the
Senate, that he might, there contest every inch of the ground in debate.

In summary this prophecy by Joseph Smith did not come true. War was not poured out

on all nations beginning at South Carolina. There also was not an end to all nations. The part that
Joseph Smith did get right was common knowledge to the people at that time.
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THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH & THE MISSOURI TEMPLE

Lets start by examining just what Joseph Smith prophesied concerning the temple in the
western boundaries of Missouri.
Date: September 22 and 23, 1832
Place: Kirtland, Ohio

To: Joseph Smith and Six Elders
D&C 84:1-5

1 A revelation of Jesus Christ unto his servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and six elders, as they
united their hearts and lifted their voices on high.

2 Yea, the word of the Lord concerning his church, established in the last days for the
restoration of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and for the gathering of
his saints to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the city of New Jerusalem.

3 Which city shall be built, beginning at the temple lot, which is appointed by the finger of
the Lord, in the western boundaries of the State of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of
Joseph Smith, Jun., and others with whom the Lord was well pleased.

4 Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the city New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering
of the saints, beginning at this place, even the place of the temple, which temple shall be reared
in this generation.

5 For verily this generation shall not all pass away until an house shall be built unto the
Lord, and a cloud shall rest upon it, which cloud shall be even the glory of the Lord, which shall
fill the house.

Questions for D&C 84:1-5

Verse 1. Through what man did this prophecy come?

Verse 2. Was this intended to be just a hope of Joseph Smith's or was it to be a word from the
Lord.

Verse 3. Where was this city and temple to be built? & By whose hand will it be dedicated?
Verse 4. When was this city and temple to be built?

Verse 5. This prophecy was given in 1832, was it that generation that should not all pass away
until the city and temple were to be built in western Missouri and dedicated by the Hand of
Joseph Smith? If not where in the text do you see the change in time frames? There was not a
city or temple built in that generation in western Missouri. I believe there was recently a temple
built in Missouri I am not sure of what County it is in but it does not matter. The generation of
1832 has died out and Joseph Smith is not around to dedicate the temple. Does this make it a
false prophecy according to Duet.18:18-22?
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This is a question that the 10th President Joseph Fielding Smith addressed and it can be found
in:

Answers to Gospel Questions, Vol.4, p.112
"It may be reasonable to assume that in giving this revelation to the Prophet the Lord did have in
mind the generation of people who would still be living within the one hundred years from the
time of the announcement of the revelation, and that they would enjoy the blessings of the
temple, and a glorious cloud would rest upon it. It is also reasonable to believe that no soul
living in 1832, is still living in morality on the earth. Notwithstanding this there is nothing in the
commandment given to Nephi, neither in his assurance that the Lord would bless him in
obtaining the plates that were so essential to the welfare spiritually and temporally of the
descendants of Nephi, that in any sense is in conflict with the commandment or promise that was
made by the Lord in the revelation given to the Prophet Joseph Smith. We read in another
revelation given to the Church in January 1841, where the Lord absolves the members of the
Church from the obligation of building the temple, in the following words:" (D&C 124:49-54)
A REVELATION FROM THE LORD

Verily, verily, I say unto you, that when I give a commandment to any of the sons of men
to do work unto my name, and those sons of men go with all their might and with all they have
to perform that work, and cease not their diligence, and their enemies come upon them and
hinder them from performing that work, behold, it behooveth me to require that work no more at
the hands of those sons of men, but to accept of their offerings.

And the iniquity and transgressions of my holy laws and commandments I will visit upon
the heads of those who hinder my work, unto the third and fourth generation, so long as they
repent not, and hate me, saith the Lord God.

Therefore, for this cause have I accepted the offerings of those whom I commanded
to build up a city and a house unto my name, in Jackson county, Missouri, and were
hindered by their enemies, saith the Lord your God.

And T will answer judgment, wrath, and indignation, wailing and anguish, and gnashing
of teeth upon their heads, unto the third and fourth generation, so long as they repent not, and
hate me, saith the Lord your God. And this, I make an example unto you, for your consolation
concerning all those who have been commanded to do a work and have been hindered by the
hands of their enemies, and by oppression, saith the Lord your God.

For I am the Lord your God, and will save all those of your brethren who have been pure
in heart, and have been slain in the land of Missouri, saith the Lord.

The prophecy that was given in D&C 124:49-54 has a couple of problems that should be
questioned. First of all this is supposed to be a word from the Lord that was relayed to us by
Joseph Smith January 19, 1841 in Nauvoo, Illinois The original prophecy concerning the
Temple that was to be built in the western part of Missouri took place in September 1832 nine
years earlier. By this time Joseph Smith was very well aware of the fact that he could not go to
Missouri and certainly he could not build a city and a temple there. This would seem to be a
message of convenience to let him off of the hook to those who would still inquire when they
would go to Missouri to build the city and temple.
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There is a strong contrast between this message excusing them for not building the
temple because they tried with all of their might and what Joseph Smith's friend believed when
only 3 years had elapsed since his prophecy. John Whitmer is one of the 8 witnesses who is
mentioned in the preface of the Book of Mormon The following can be found in a Mormon
publication by him.

Messenger and Advocate (Sept. 1835)
John Whitmer "Cleanliness," p.189

"The Lord has said that he would hold no one guilty, that should go with an open heart,
up to the land of Zion; after five years from September, 1831. And the Lord has said that he
would gather his people and specified the place where:

[D&C 84:1-4] "A revelation of Jesus Christ unto his servant Joseph Smith, jr. and six
elders, as they united their hearts and lifted their voices on high; yea, the word of the Lord
concerning his church established in the last days for the gathering of his saints to stand upon
mount Zion, which shall be built, beginning at the Temple Lot, which is appointed by the finger
of the Lord, in the western boundaries of the State of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of
Joseph Smith, jr. and others, with whom the Lord was well pleased.

Verily, this is the word of the Lord, that the city New Jerusalem shall be built by the
gathering of the saints, beginning at this place, even the place of the temple, which temple
shall be reared in this generation; for verily this generation shall not all pass away until an
house shall be built unto the Lord and a cloud shall rest upon it, which cloud shall be even
the glory of the Lord, which shall fill the house." Cov. Sec. IV. Par. L.

Isaiah 66:18, "For I know their works, and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather
all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory."

According to this quotation the glory of the Lord shall appear; but they must come to a
certain place in order that they can see it. Our former quotation determines the place, and who
dare dispute it? The Lord has said by the mouth of Isaiah; that he would perform his
work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act."

Obviously at this point it was still believed that the temple would be built in their
generation and dedicated by the hand of Joseph Smith. More important is the contrast between
the nature of the God of in D&C 124;49-54 and the God mentioned in the Bible. The God we
learn of in the Bible declares that he himself will see to it that his prophets prophecy will come
to pass and nothing is to hard for him. Scripture previously quoted showing this was Ezek.12:12-
25, Hab.2:2-3, Heb.6:18, Jer.32:27 also the D&C 1:38

In contrast the God we learn of in D&C 124 excuses them for not fulfilling the prophecy
Joseph Smith gave concerning the building of the temple because they tried with all of their
might (verse 49). I ask you by who's power is a prophecy fulfilled, is it by Gods power or mans?
Does your answer line up with what the Bible says?
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The passage quoted in the D&C 124:49-54 is in conflict with the nature of God in the
Bible. In the Bible we are told how to identify a false prophet. The test we are told is that if a
prophet tells us of future events and they do not come to pass that this is a false prophet. The
only exception we are ever given in the Bible is when coming judgment is stopped due to
repentance Jonah and Ninevah would be an example of this. In the D&C we are told that
although the prophecy did not come to pass they are excused because they tried with all of their
might.

It is not reasonable to accept Joseph Smiths word for what he says the Lord said in D&C
124:49-54 when he has already proven to be a false prophet according to the Bible. This section
in the D&C was clearly a prophecy of convenience for Joseph Smith he was trying to cover up
his own false prophecy with another so-called word from the Lord. It only takes one false
prophecy to become a false prophet.

THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH
AND THE 56 YEARS

History of the Church, Vol.2, Ch.13, p.181
Kirtland, February 14, 1835--

This day, a meeting was called of those who journeyed last season to Zion for the
purpose of laying the foundation of its redemption, together with as many other of the brethren
and sisters as were disposed to attend.

President Joseph Smith, Jun., presiding, read the 15th chapter of John, and said: Let us
endeavor to solemnize our minds that we may receive a blessing, by calling on the Lord. After
an appropriate and affecting prayer, the brethren who went to Zion [in Zion's camp] were
requested to take their seats together in a part of the house by themselves.

President Smith then stated that the meeting had been called, because God had
commanded it; and it was made known to him by vision and by the Holy Spirit. He then gave a
relation of some of the circumstances attending us while journeying to Zion--our trials,
sufferings; and said God had not designed all this for nothing, but He had it in remembrance yet;
and it was the will of God that those who went to zion, with a determination to lay down their
lives, if necessary, should be ordained to the ministry, and go forth to prune the vineyard for the
last time, or the coming of the Lord, which was nigh--even fifty-six years should wind up the
scene.

The President also said many things; such as the weak things, even the smallest and
weakest among us, shall be powerful and mighty, and great things shall be accomplished by you
from this hour; and you shall begin to feel the whisperings of the Spirit of God; and the work of
God shall begin to break forth from this time; and you shall be endowed with power from on
high.

In this text we can see that Joseph Smith was the one leading this meeting and the quotes
in this section are things he said.

We also learn that God has called the Meeting and the things mentioned in the meeting
are not just an opinion or estimation. Rather the things mentioned in the meeting were made
known to him by revelation and by the Holy Spirit.

We learn that the people who went to Zion were in the meeting.
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We learn that the people that went to Zion were the ones that were to go and prune the
vineyard for the Last time.

We learn that the pruning of the vineyard or the coming of the Lord should come about
within 56 years.

Collected Discourses, Vol.5, Francis M. Lyman,
April 5, 1896

On that day also the Prophet announced that they were to be called into the ministry and
to go forth to prune the vineyard for the last time, "for the coming of the Lord, which is nigh
even fifty-six years should wind up the scene." The harvest was ripe, and the laborers were few,
and they were to cast in their might and their labors for the accomplishment of the purposes of
the Lord; and he announced, at that time, that in fifty-six years the scene should be wound up,
that some scene was to be wound up in 1891--fifty-six years added to 1835. And thus many of
the older brethren were expecting to discover something in 1891 that perhaps it has been felt has
not been accomplished.

......... In the culmination of these events we recognize the fulfillment of the
prediction of the Prophet Joseph Smith, that about 1890 or 1891, the scene would change,
and the conditions that had existed from those early days of persecutions and troubles
should be wound up and cease forever. The Prophets Brigham Young and John Taylor laid
down their lives while carrying forward the great work, though it was not their good fortune to
witness the relief and the independence and the measure of sovereignty of statehood that the
people of this state enjoy today. But after that time when the Lord had indicated that the scene
should change, and the winding up of the conditions that had formerly existed, from that time till
now, everything has moved in harmony with the directions and counsels of the Lord through His
servants. Think of the change of feeling from hostility to friendliness in the people of the United
States toward the people of this state. We not only have the governor and judges of our own
choice, and courts organized here in this state, but we have our senators in congress, and our
representative, and they are as honored and equally influential as are those of any other state in
the Union; and the Lord has magnified His people and verified the prophesy of His servant
Joseph in regard to this great change. Is it not clear that the inspiration in the Prophet
Joseph at that time indicated and pointed to the conditions that we see today? The scene is
changed, and it has changed to remain, and will never return to the old conditions again.

After reading what Joseph Smith said in the meeting and a related passage by Lyman some
logical questions that should follow concerning this prophecy are.

1. The meeting was commanded by God and the contents of the meeting were made known to
Joseph Smith by revelation and by the Holy Spirit. Considering this and the fact that Francis M.
Lyman called this a prophecy why shouldn't we view it as such? Was there anything in the
context of what Joseph Smith said in the meeting to justify Lyman's interpretation of the 56
years as being a change in persecution and political parties?

2. How can the 56 years be taken as just an opinion when the text says these things were made
known to Joseph Smith by revelation and by the Holy Spirit?
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3. Isn't the pruning of the vineyard for the last time a reference to the harvesting of souls similar
to what Jesus said in Matthew 9:37-38 & 13:36-39. If so why would it be the last time unless the
Lord was expected to return? Is not this harvest still taking place today?

Joseph Smith did make other statements on other occasions that seem contrary to his
prophecy that Christ should return in 56 years. This does not change the fact that in the meeting
held in February 14, 1835 Joseph Smith did tell them that the pruning of the vineyard and the
coming of the Lord should be wound up in 56 years. This was supposedly made known to him
by revelation and by the Holy Spirit.

1. Joseph Smith prophesied the return of Christ within 56 years. History of the Church Vol.2,
Ch.13, p.181-182.

2. Joseph Smith said "I prophesy in the name of the Lord God, and let it be written--the Son of
Man will not come in the clouds of heaven till I am eighty-five years old.
History of the Church, Vol.5, Ch.17, p.336

3. Joseph Smith said after praying to know when Christ would return he heard a voice and after
hearing it he said." I was left thus, without being able to decide whether this coming referred to
the beginning of the millennium or to some previous appearing, or whether I should die and thus
see His face." History of the Church, Vol.5, Ch.17, p.324

4. Joseph Smith said "Jesus Christ never did reveal to any man the precise time that He
would come. Go and read the Scriptures, and you cannot find anything that specifies the exact
hour He would come; and all that say so are false teachers."

History of the Church, Vol.6, Ch.10, p.254

How can these 4 statements be reconciled? They are contradictory and from a man who claims he
is relaying Gods word to us? Considering the facts it is not reasonable to accept him as a prophet of God.

When looking at statements by Joseph Smith as in historical documents it is helpful to know how
those around him understood what he meant. Following are some sources that show that those who
listened to and believed Joseph Smith fully expected to see Christ return in their lifetime.
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History of the Church, Vol.1, p.176, Footnotes

In addition to the spiritual manifestations already mentioned as having occurred at this
conference of June 3rd-6th it should be said that according to John Whitmer's History of the
Church (ch. v): "The Spirit of the Lord fell upon Joseph in an unusual manner, and he
prophesied that John the Revelator was then among the Ten Tribes of Israel who had been led
away by Shalmaneser king of Assyria to prepare them for their return from their long dispersion
to again possess the land of their fathers. He prophesied many more things that I have not
written After he had prophesied he laid his hands upon Lyman Wight and ordained him to the
High Priesthood (i.e. ordained him a High Priest), after the holy order of God And the Spirit
fell upon Lyman and he prophesied concerning the coming of Christ He said that there
were some in the congregation that should live until the Savior should descend from
heaven with a shout, with all the holy angels with Him. (end quote)

Right after Joseph Smith ordained Lyman Wight to the office of High Priest, Lyman
prophesied that some people there would be alive when Christ returned. Why is there no record
here of Joseph Smith rebuking him since know man knows when Jesus will return? It would
seem that this was so because that is precisely what Joseph Smith taught. Lyman Wight himself
made a false prophecy here right after the Spirit of the Lord fell upon Joseph and he ordained
Lyman a High Priest.

History of the Church, Vol.1, Ch.23, p.323

"I asked of him a father's blessing, which he granted by laying his hands upon my head, in the
name of Jesus Christ, and declaring that I should continue in the Priest's office until Christ
comes." (end quote)

The blessing was that this man should continue in the Priest's office until Christ comes. If
this continuation of the Priest's office still holds after his death why does it end upon the return
of Christ? Or could it be that it was believed that this man would live until the return of Christ
due to Joseph Smith's prophecy?

History of the Church, Vol.2, Ch.13, p.186-189

President Joseph Smith, Jun., said that the first business of the meeting was, for the
Three Witnesses of the Book of Mormon, to pray, each one, and then proceed to choose twelve
men from the Church, as Apostles, to go to all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people. The Three
Witnesses were then blessed by the laying on of the hands of the Presidency. The Witnesses
then, according to a former commandment, proceeded to make choice of the Twelve. Their
names are as follows:

1. Lyman E. Johnson, 2. Brigham Young,

3. Heber C. Kimball, 4. Orson Hyde,

5. David W. Patten, 6. Luke S. Johnson,

7. William E. M'Lellin, 8. John f. Boynton,

9. Orson Pratt, 10. William Smith,

11. Thomas P. Marsh, 12. Parley P. Pratt,

Lyman E. Johnson, Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball came forward; and the Three
Witnesses laid their hands upon each one's head and prayed, separately.

The blessing of Lyman E. Johnson was, in the name of Jesus Christ, that he should
bear the tidings of salvation to nations, tongues, and people, until the utmost corners of the earth
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shall hear the tidings; and that he shall be a witness of the things of God to nations and tongues,
and that holy angels shall administer to him occasionally; and that no power of the enemy shall
prevent him from going forth and doing the work of the Lord; and that he shall live until the
gathering is accomplished, according to the holy prophets; and he shall be like unto Enoch; and
his faith shall be like unto his; and he shall be called great among all the living; and Satan shall
tremble before him; and he shall see the Savior come and stand upon the earth with power
and great glory.

............ Heber C. Kimball's blessing was, in substance, that he shall be made like unto those
who have been blessed before him; and be favored with the same blessing. That he might receive
visions; the ministration of angels, and hear their voice; and even come into the presence of God;
that many millions may be converted by his instrumentality; that angels may waft him from
place to place, and that he may stand unto the coming of our Lord, and receive a crown in the
Kingdom of our God; that he be made acquainted with the day when Christ shall come; that he
shall be made perfect in faith; and that the deaf shall hear, the lame shall walk, the blind shall
see, and greater things than these shall he do; that he shall have boldness of speech before the
nations, and great power. (end quote)

Here again Joseph Smith is present the Lord's work is taking place and Heber C. Kimball
and Lyman E. Johnson are said they would live to see the 2nd coming of Christ. How can we
possibly say that Joseph Smith did not put a date to the return of Christ? Certainly those who
were close to him believed some of them would be alive when Christ returned. By Joseph
Smith's own words this makes him a false teacher.

History of the Church, Vol.6, Ch.10, p.254

Jesus Christ never did reveal to any man the precise time that He would come. Go
and read the Scriptures, and you cannot find anything that specifies the exact hour He would
come; and all that say so are false teachers. (end quote)

So far we can conclude Joseph Smith did indeed prophecy the return of Christ within 56
years. Some of those that were close to him believed they would also live to see the return of
Christ. These events were recorded supposedly while doing the Lord's work. Joseph Smith also
made contradicting statements that cannot be reconciled. Robert A. Morey has a book titled
"How to answer a Mormon" the majority of this book of 119 pages is false prophecies by Joseph
Smith. I only mentioned 3 here. Remember it only takes one false prophecy to be a false
prophet.
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A DIFFERENT GOD

Deut 13:1-3"1If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a
wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying,
'Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,' you shall not
listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is
testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

False prophecies are not the only reason why we should reject a prophet. If the prophet
tells us to follow after other gods then we are not to listen to that prophet. Have the prophets of
the Mormon Church taught us of the God of the Bible? Or have these prophets instead
encouraged us to follow after another god?

The God of Mormonism is not the God of the Bible. In the following quotes from L.D.S
authorities we learn:
(1) There are 3 separate Gods in the Godhead.
(2) God himself was once a man as we are.
(3) God the Father has a body of flesh and bones.

Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Vol.2, GODHEAD

On June 16, 1844, in his last Sunday sermon before his martyrdom, Joseph Smith declared that
"in all congregations" he had taught "the plurality of Gods" for fifteen years: "I have always
declared God to be a distinct personage, Jesus Christ a separate and distinct personage from God
the Father, and that the Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a Spirit: and these three
constitute three distinct personages and three Gods"

The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p.4
There are three Gods: the Eternal Father, Elohim, to whom we pray; Christ or Jehovah; and the
Holy Ghost who testifies of the others and witnesses to us the truth of all things.

Journal of Discourses, Vol.6, p.3-4,
Joseph Smith, April 6, 1844

In order to understand the subject of the dead, for the consolation of those who mourn for
the loss of their friends, it is necessary that we should understand the character and being of
God, and how he came to be so; for I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have
imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity, I will refute that idea, and will take
away and do away the vail, so that you may see.

These are incomprehensible ideas to some; but they are simple. It is the first principle of
the Gospel to know for a certainty the character of God and to know that we may converse with
him as one man converses with another, and that he was once a man like us; vea, that God
himself the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth the same as Jesus Christ himself did; and I
will show it from the Bible.

D&C 130:22 The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's; the Son also; but the
Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. Were it not so, the
Holy Ghost could not dwell in us.
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The Bible does not agree with these Mormon concepts.

The Godhead of Mormonism contains 3 Gods. The Godhead in Christianity contains
only one God.
God the Father of Mormonism has not always been God and he has a body of flesh and bones.
God the Father in the Bible has always been God, he does not change and he does not have a
body of flesh and bones.

Ps 90:1-2 Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were
born, or Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting,
Thou art God.

Isa 43:13 "Even from eternity I am He; and there is none who can deliver out of My hand; I act
and who can reverse it?"

Isa 44:6"Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'T am
the first and [ am the last, and there is no God besides me.

In these 3 verses we have just seen that God has been God from everlasting to everlasting
even from eternity. He is the first and the last and there is no God besides him. If that does not
mean he has always been God what does it mean?

If God was once a man like us and through eternal progression became God then he
certainly changed a lot. You would have to change a lot to be like God wouldn't you? The Bible
says that God has not changed.

Mal 3:6 "For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.

So God has always been God and he does not change. As we will see he also does not
have a body of flesh and bones.

John 4:23-24 "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the
Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. ""God is spirit,
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

Luke 24:39 "See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."

Jesus made both of the above statements. Speaking of the Father he said "God is spirit"
Jesus also said "a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." So from Jesus we
learn that the Father is spirit and that a spirit does not have a body of flesh and bones.

The Book Of Mormon also states that God is Spirit.

Alma 18:26-27And then Ammon said: Believest thou that there is a Great Spirit? And he said,
Yea. And Ammon said: This is God.
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Alma 22:8-11 And now when Aaron heard this, his heart began to rejoice, and he said: Behold,
assuredly as thou livest, O king, there is a God. And the king said: Is God that Great Spirit that
brought our fathers out of the land of Jerusalem? And Aaron said unto him: Yea, he is that
Great Spirit, and he created all things both in heaven and in earth. Believest thou this? And he
said: Yea, I believe that the Great Spirit created all things, and I desire that ye should tell me
concerning all these things, and I will believe thy words.

The Book of Mormon tells us there are no other Gods.

Alma 11:21-22, Alma 11:28-29

And this Zeezrom began to question Amulek, saying: Will ye answer me a few questions which
I shall ask you? Now Zeezrom was a man who was expert in the devices of the devil, that he
might destroy that which was good; therefore, he said unto Amulek: Will ye answer the
questions which I shall put unto you? And Amulek said unto him: Yea, if it be according to the
Spirit of the Lord, which is in me; for I shall say nothing which is contrary to the Spirit of the
Lord.

vs.28-29 Now Zeezrom said: s there more than one God? And he (Amulek) answered, No.

Brigham Young taught that Adam was God:

The Mormon Church no longer believes that Adam was God. In fact they try to deny that
this was ever taught. The problem is that this doctrine is still in their own records spoken by
their former prophet.

Journal of Discourses, Vol.1, p.50 - p.51,
Brigham Young, April 9, 1852

Now hear it, O inhabitants of the earth, Jew and Gentile, Saint and sinner! When our
father Adam came into the garden of Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, and brought
Eve, one of his wives, with him. He helped to make and organize this world. He is MICHAEL,
the Archangel, the ANCIENT OF DAYS! about whom holy men have written and spoken--HE
is our FATHER and our GOD, and the only God with whom WE have to do. Every man upon
the earth, professing Christians or non-professing, must hear it, and will know it sooner or later.

Adam God can also be found in
Journal of Discourses, Vol.5, p.331-332
(Desert News June 14th 1873, June 18th, 1873) (Mellineal Star, Vol.15, p.801& 825, Vol.16,
p.482, 530, 534, Vol.17, p.195)

Brigham Young's words are as good as scripture:
Journal of Discourses, Vol.13, p.95,
Brigham Young, January 2, 1870

The Lord is in our midst. He teaches the people continually. I have never yet preached a
sermon and sent it out to the children of men, that they may not call Scripture. Let me have the
privilege of correcting a sermon, and it is as good Scripture as they deserve.
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A DIFFERENT JESUS

The Jesus of Mormonism is the literal spirit brother of Lucifer and our elder brother.
The Jesus of the Bible is our creator and he created angels including Lucifer.

The Jesus of Mormonism has not always been a God.
The Jesus of the Bible has always been God.

The Jesus of Mormonism was born through a sexual relation between God the Father and Mary.

The Jesus of the Bible was born by miraculous conception through the Holy Spirit to the virgin
Mary.

Keep in mind that we are warned about false Christs and wrong beliefs about who he is.
Mk.13:6-23, Mt.24:5-24, 2 Pet.2:1-3, 2 Cor.11:3-4, Jn.8:24

(The following L.D.S quotes are numbered #1-#8 for point of reference to comment on.)

#1, James R. Clark,
Messages of the First Presidency, Vol.4, p.266

He said, "Jesus, our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character that
was in the garden of Eden and who is our Father in Heaven. Who is our "Father in Heaven"?
Here is what President Young said about him; "Our Father in heaven begat all the spirits that
ever were or ever will be upon this earth and they were born spirits in the eternal world.

#2, Journal of Discourses, Vol.6, p.207 - p.208,
Joseph Young, October 11, 1857

Who is it that is at the head of this? It is the Devil, the mighty Lucifer, the great prince
of the angels, and the brother of Jesus. He left the province of his Father, and took with him a
third part of his Father's kingdom, and there was no other alternative but to banish him.

#3, Discourses of Brigham Young, p.53-54

(Compare to Is.44:24 God created all alone)

The Council in heaven said, "Let there be an earth, and let there be a firmament above and
beneath it," and it was so. They said, "Let there be heat and cold," and it was so. They said, "Let
there be spring and summer, autumn and winter," and it was so. "Who will redeem the earth,
who will go forth and make the sacrifice for the earth and all things it contains?" The Eldest
Son said: "Here am I"; and then he added, "Send me." But the second one, which was '"'Lucifer,
Son of the Morning," said, "Lord, here am I, send me, I will redeem every son and daughter of
Adam and Eve that lives on the earth.....
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#4, Times and Seasons, Vol.5, p.758
(Mormon publication)

And again, we exclaim, O Mormonism! No wonder that Lucifer, son of the morning,
the next heir to Jesus Christ, our eldest brother, should fight so hard against his brethren; he
lost the glory, the honor, power, and dominion of a God: and the knowledge, spirit, authority
and keys of the priesthood of the son of God!

#5, Bruce R. McConkie, (L.D.S Apostle)
A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, p.66

Our Blessed Lord is the firstborn spirit child of the Father of Spirits; all others are junior
to him. His is the eternal birthright and the everlasting right of presidency. "I was in the
beginning with the Father," he says, "and am the Firstborn." (D&C 93:21.) Paul says he is "the
image of the invisible God the firstborn of every creature." (Colossians 1:15.) The body he then
possessed was a spirit body, a body made of spirit element, a body like those of all the spirit
hosts of heaven. Appearing to the brother of Jared, he said: "This body, which ye now behold, is
the body of my spirit." (Ether 3:16.) In that spirit state he advanced and progressed until, in
power, dominion, and intelligence, he became "like unto God." (Abraham 3:24.) It was then
that he created all things and was foreordained to be the Savior and Redeemer.

#6, Bruce R. McConkie,
A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, p.382

This recitation of how Christ worshipped the Father, thus gaining exaltation for
himself, has been revealed to us in this day for a specific reason. "I give unto you these sayings,"
he says -- those sayings that set forth how he was saved by worshipping the Father -- that you
may understand and know how to worship, and know what you worship, that you may come
unto the Father in my name, and in due time receive of his fulness. For if you keep my
commandments you shall receive of his fulness, and be glorified in me as I am in the Father;
therefore, I say unto you, you shall receive grace for grace." (D&C 93:12-20.)

Under EXALTATION in Mormon Doctrine on pg.257 They inherit in due course the
fulness of the glory of the Father, meaning that they have all power in heaven and on earth. (D.
& C. 76:50-60; 93:1-40.) "Then shall they be gods, because they have no end; therefore shall
they be from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they be above all,
because all things are subject unto them. Then shall they be gods, because they have all power
and the angels are subject unto them." (D. & C. 132:16-26; Doctrines of Salvation,
vol. 2, pp. 35-79.)

#7, Bruce R. McConkie,
A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, p.67 - p.68

All men (Christ included) were born as the sons of God in the spirit; one man (Christ
only) was born as the Son of God in this mortal world. He is the Only Begotten in the flesh. God
was his Father; Mary was his mother. His Father was an immortal man; his mother was a mortal
woman. He is the Son of God in the same literal, full, and complete sense in which he is the son
of Mary. There is nothing symbolic or figurative about it. He is God's Almighty Son and as such
is distinguished from the Father in the same way any son is a separate person from his father.
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#8, Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p.546

ONLY BEGOTTEN SON

See BELOVED SON, CHRIST, SON, SON OF GOD. Christ is the Only Begotten (Moses 1:6,
17, 21, 33; 2:1, 26-27; 3:18; 4:1), the Only Begotten Son (Jac. 4:5, 11; Alma 12:33-34; 13:5; D.
& C. 20:21; 29:42; 49:5; 76:13, 25; John 1:18; 3:16), the Only Begotten of the Father. (Moses
5:9.) These name-titles all signify that our Lord is the only Son of the Father in the flesh. Each
of the words is to be understood literally. Only means only; Begotten means begotten; and Son
means son. Christ was begotten by an Immortal Father in the same way that mortal men
are begotten by mortal fathers.

In #1, #2.#3,#4 we learned that the Jesus of Mormonism is our elder brother and the literal
brother of Lucifer.

The Jesus of the Bible is our creator; yes even the creator of angels.

Col 1:13-17 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom
of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. And He is the image
of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him.And He is before all things, and in
Him all things hold together.

All things whether visible or invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities. I would say that includes just about everything including us and angels. (See also
Jn.1:3, Heb.1:2.)

Satan was created.

Ezek 28:13-15 "You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering:
the ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper; the lapis lazuli, the
turquoise, and the emerald; and the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, was in
you. On the day that you were created they were prepared."You were the anointed cherub who
covers, and I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst
of the stones of fire. "You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, until
unrighteousness was found in you.

So Jesus created angels including Lucifer. How can Jesus be the literal spirit brother of
his own creation? He cannot therefore this Mormon concept of Jesus is also false. Jesus is also
our creator therefore he cannot be our literal elder brother. Furthermore scripture never implies
that angels become people or that people become angels.

In #5 & #6 we learned that the Jesus of Mormonism is not eternal he was born just as we were.
The Jesus of Mormonism has not always been a God he achieved this state through exaltation.
The Jesus of the Bible is eternal and he has always been God.

Micah 5:2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from
you One will go forth for me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the
days of eternity."
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John 1:1&14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the
only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Rev 1:7-8 Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who
pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Even so. Amen. "l am the
Alpha and the Omega." says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the

Almighty."

Rev 22:13-16 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end."
Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may
enter by the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons
and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying. "I, Jesus, have
sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the offspring of
David, the bright morning star."

In # 5 on page 35 in this book the word firstborn was misused from Col.1:15, the word firstborn
there is from word # 4416

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words)

FIRST-BEGOTTEN, FIRSTBORN

prototokos *4416”, "firstborn" (from protos, "first," and tikto, "to beget"), is used of Christ as
born of the Virgin Mary, <Luke 2:7>; further, in His relationship to the Father, expressing His
priority to, and preeminence over, creation, not in the sense of being the "first" to be born. It is
used occasionally of superiority of position in the OT, see <Exod. 4:22; Deut. 21:16,17>, the
prohibition being against the evil of assigning the privileged position of the "firstborn" to one
born subsequently to the "first" child.

This use of this word as described in Vine's dictionary is also shown in the context of the
passage

Col 1:18 "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence." (KJV)

Jesus is said to have_preeminence and is called firstborn from the dead showing the
L.D.S use of the word firstborn in this passage is in error.

In #7 & #8 we learn that the Jesus of Mormonism was begotten through a sexual relation
between Mary and God the Father. The Jesus of the Bible was a miraculous conception
where a virgin gave birth by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 1:34-35 And Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" And the angel

answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of God.
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The Jesus of Mormonism was born at Jerusalem.

Book of Mormon, Alma 7:10 And behold, he shall be born of Mary, at Jerusalem which is the
land of our forefathers, she being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel, who shall be
overshadowed and conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost, and bring forth a son, yea, even the
Son of God.

The Jesus of the Bible was born in Bethlehem.

Micah 5:2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from
you One will go forth for me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the
days of eternity."

Matt 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,

A DIFFERENT HOLY SPIRIT

Whether or not the Holy Spirit of Mormonism is a person or a fluid not depends upon
which Mormon source you choose to quote. The Holy Spirit of Mormonism is only able to be in
one place at a time. God the Holy Spirit of the Bible is a person and he can be in more than
one place at a time.

Messages of the First Presidency, Vol.2, p.237

"Man has been accustomed to associate wisdom, knowledge, love, joy, and all the other faculties
and passions, with an organized being or personality. Therefore, when he is informed that the
Holy Spirit possesses all these attributes, he, from habit, supposes it to be a person; but there is
no necessary connection between these attributes and a personality. Indeed, there is no reason
why these attributes may not also belong to a fluid substance.

Reynolds and Sjodahl,

Commentary on the Book of Mormon, Vol. 4, p.360

[p.360] The Holy Spirit. But, according to the Book of Mormon, as well as other scripture, there
is also a Holy Spirit, sometimes called the Holy Ghost, which is not a person, but rather a divine
essence, a force, or fluid—for want of a better term—which permeates all that exists.

Bruce R. McConkie,

Mormon Doctrine, p.358 HOLY GHOST

The Holy Ghost is the third member of the Godhead. He is a Personage of Spirit, a Spirit Person,
a Spirit Man, a Spirit Entity. He can be in only one place at one time and he does not and cannot
transform himself into any other form or image than that of the Man whom he is, though his
power and influence can be manifest at one and the same time through all immensity. (D. & C.
130:22-23; Teachings, p. 190, 275-276; Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed., pp. 59-62.) (no other image
than that of man see Mk.1:10, JN.1:32
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The Holy Spirit is a person. There is not a verse that directly states that the Holy Spirit is a
person. However there are passages that attribute things that are applied only to a person and not
to a force or power.

The Holy Spirit is referred to as "He" and He teaches. Jn.14:26, 1 Jn.2:27

The Holy Spirit is referred to as "He" and convicts the world of sin. Jn. 16:7-8
The Holy Spirit speaks, Acts 4:8, 8:29, 10:19, 13:2, Heb.3:7

The Holy Spirit intercedes, Rom.8:26

The Holy Spirit leads and directs, Gal.5:18, Acts 16:6

The Holy Spirit appoints men to service, Acts 13:2,
Acts 20:28

The Holy Spirit bears witness of Jesus, Jn.15:26
The Holy Spirit can be grieved, Eph 4:30

The Holy Spirit is called God and he can be lied to,
Acts 5:3-4

The Holy Spirit can be insulted and blasphemed, Heb.10:29, Mt.12:31

These types of references are only applied to a person with a personality. These are not
references that one would use for a force or power.

The Holy Spirit can be in more than one place at a time. Here again there is not a verse
that states this directly, but it is implied.

John 14:16 "And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with
you forever;

John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

Jesus told his disciples that the Holy Spirit would be with them forever. Certainly Jesus
knew that all of the disciples would not stay grouped together forever. The only way that the
Holy Spirit could do this is to be in more than one place at once. This is an attribute of God that
the Father, Jesus & the Holy Spirit all posses since the 3 constitute only one God.

As far as the Holy Spirit being referred to as a "fluid" there is no passage in the
Bible that gives a hint of any such thing. This comes only from the minds and imagination of
the L.D.S authorities.
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A DIFFERENT GOSPEL
THE WARNING
Gal 1:8-9 But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary
to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so I say
again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him
be accursed.

The L.D.S 3rd article of faith states: "We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all
mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel"

Even if we took this 3rd article of faith at the true meaning of the word "saved" it would
be an untrue statement. We are not saved by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel.
So if we take this 3rd article of faith at face value then the issues between Christianity and
Mormonism would be What does it mean to be saved? and Grace Versus Works. Unless
otherwise noted scripture is from the New American Standard.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SAVED?
I believe a good place to start this discussion is to see what the words saved and salvation
actually mean.

Webster's Collegiate Dictionary tenth edition
SAVED 1. a: to deliver from sin b: to rescue or deliver from danger or harm ¢: to preserve or
guard from injury, destruction or loss

SALVATION 1. a: deliverance from the power and effects of sin.

Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary

SALVATION: Deliverance from the power of sin; redemption. In the Old Testament, the
word salvation sometimes refers to deliverance from danger <Jer. 15:20>, deliverance of the
weak from an oppressor <Ps. 35:9-10>, the healing of sickness <Is. 38:20>, and deliverance
from blood guilt and its consequences <Ps. 51:14>. It may also refer to national deliverance
from military threat <Ex. 14:13> or release from captivity <Ps. 14:7>. But salvation finds its
deepest meaning in the spiritual realm of life. Man's universal need for salvation is one of the
clearest teachings of the Bible.

The term saved and salvation means that we are rescued and delivered. So a logical
question would be rescued and delivered from what? When we turn to Christ we are saved from
receiving God's wrath.

Rom 5:8-9 "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from
the wrath of God through Him.

John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
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1Thes 1:9-10 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and
how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.

The scripture is clear that to be saved means that we will escape the wrath of God.
According to the L.D.S 3rd Article of Faith "all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws
and ordinances of the Gospel" The Bible however states that salvation comes apart from works.
In other words we are not saved because of "obedience to the laws and ordinances of the

Gospel".

Gal 3:2-3 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the
works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are
you now being perfected by the flesh?

Rom 4:1-5 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has
found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not before
God. For what does the Scripture say? "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him
as righteousness." Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is
due. But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith
is reckoned as righteousness,

Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

John 6:28-29 They said therefore to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of
God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God. that you believe in Him
whom He has sent."

Eph 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.
(See also Rom.6:23)

Notice that salvation is a gift of God. You do not work for and earn a gift. If you work for
something it is wages due and no longer a gift. Mormons will of course refer to the book of
James to show try to show that we are saved by works. In context James is not contradicting
Paul he simply is showing that genuine faith produces works. We are not saved by our good
works. However if we really are saved we will naturally have good works. One does not say baa
baa to become a sheep. One says baa baa because one is a sheep.

The L.D.S 3rd Article of Faith also redefines the word saved to mean something other
than how the Bible defines the word saved. Remember saved means delivered from the wrath of
God Rom.5:8-9
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Bruce R. McConkie (Mormon Apostle)
Mormon Doctrine, p.670-671 Salvation by Grace
Since all good things come by the grace of God (that is, by his love, mercy, and condescension),
it follows that salvation itself -- in all its forms and degrees -- is bestowed because of this infinite
goodness. However, one of the untrue doctrines found in modern Christendom is the concept
that man can gain salvation (meaning in the kingdom of God) by grace alone and without
obedience. This soul-destroying doctrine has the obvious effect of lessening the determination of
an individual to conform to all of the laws and ordinances of the gospel, such conformity being
essential if the sought for reward is in reality to be gained.

Immortality is a free gift and comes without works or righteousness of any sort; all men
will come forth in the resurrection because of the atoning sacrifice of Christ.
(1 Cor. 15:22.) In and of itself the resurrection is a form of salvation meaning that men are
thereby saved from death, hell, the devil, and endless torment. (2 Ne. 9:17-27.) "O the wisdom
of God, his mercy and grace! For behold, if the flesh should rise no more our spirits must
become subject to that angel who fell from before the presence of the Eternal God, and became
the devil, to rise no more." (2 Ne. 9:8) In this sense, the mere fact of resurrection is called
salvation by grace alone. Works are not involved, neither the works of the Mosaic law nor the
works of righteousness that go with the fullness of the gospel.

The trouble with Bruce McConkie's statement is that saved does not mean resurrected no
matter what dictionary you use. The Bible does not teach universal salvation. In other words not
everyone will be saved.

John 3:17-18 "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world
should be saved through Him. "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe

has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God.

Luke 8:11-12 (Jesus speaking) "Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God."And those
beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from
their heart, so that they may not believe and be saved.

It is obvious in these 2 passages that not everyone will be saved. So it cannot mean
resurrection in the way Bruce McConkie uses it. Everyone will not be saved but everyone will
be resurrected as you can see in the next two passages.

Dan 12:2 "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to
everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.

John 5:28-29 "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs
shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life,
those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.

In summary we are not saved by works but by grace alone. We do good works because we
are saved not to become saved. Not everyone will be saved but everyone will be resurrected
some to eternal life others to eternal judgment. Therefore the 3rd article of faith and Bruce
McConkie's book Mormon Doctrine are both incorrect because the Bible disagrees with them.
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GRACE VS WORK

Some people say we are saved by grace while others say we are saved by works. For some we
need to first define what this means. First of all let's look at the dictionaries definition of these
words.

GRACE: (1) a: unmerited divine assistance given man for his regeneration or sanctification.
(from Webster's tenth Collegiate Dictionary)

GRACE: Favor or kindness shown without regard to the worth or merit of the one who
receives it and in spite of what that same person deserves. Grace is one of the key attributes of
God. The Lord God is "merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abounding in goodness and
truth" <Ex. 34:6>. Therefore, grace is almost always associated with mercy, love, compassion,
and patience as the source of help and with deliverance from distress.

(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

WORK: (8) pl: performance of moral or religious acts (salvation by ~ s)
WORKS: (1) in process of preparation, development, or completion.
(From Webster's tenth Collegiate Dictionary)

WORKS: Acts or deeds. God's works are praised often in the Book of Psalms <Ps. 33:4; 92:5;
104:24> and Christ's works are thoroughly discussed in the Gospel of John <John 10:25-38>.
Man's works are either good or bad, and these two categories are often mentioned together
<Rom. 13:3,12; Heb. 6:1, 10>. Christians are taught to display good works <Matt. 5:16; Rev.
3:8>.  (From Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

To say a person is saved by grace means this.

No one by their own merits or good deeds will ever earn or gain eternal life. In other words no
matter how good of a person you are you will never make it to heaven on that basis. Now to say
that a person is saved by works means this. If you live a good clean moral life you will go to
heaven when you die. This is basically saying that by trying to be obedient to God's laws you
have earned the right to be in heaven. Scripture clearly shows that we are saved by grace alone.
There are verses that some have stumbled over believing they show we are saved by our works
or good deeds. Therefore it is important that we consider these verses as well.

Rom.3:28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law."

John 6:28-29 They said therefore to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of
God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God., that you believe in Him
whom He has sent."

Titus 3:5"He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit"
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Eph 2:8-10 "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast. For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in
them."

Paul here says salvation is a gift of God. When you work for something you receive
what is owed to you. Webster's Dictionary defines a gift as, "something voluntarily transferred
from one person to another without compensation". We receive salvation as a gift from God.
There is no way that we can compensate for it!

Not only have we seen that we are no saved by our deeds, but scripture tells us that we could not
even come close by our works or good deeds.

Isa 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Rom 3:20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the
Law comes the knowledge of sin.

Rom 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Ps 39:5 Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before
thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah. (KJV)

James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become
guilty of all.

I Jn 1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

Considering these passages how can we possibly be good enough? We can't! That is why Jesus
died on the cross for us. We must accept his payment for our sins to be saved. We cannot earn
our way to heaven by being "good".

Now there are those that try to abuse grace. Some people think they can say a prayer
accepting Jesus as their Lord and then live however they want. The idea is like buying fire
insurance; once you got it then it might be OK to play with fire. The problem with this thinking
is that God is able to judge the thoughts and intents of our heart Heb.4:12. We are not saved by
saying certain words in the form of a prayer we are saved by faith.
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In Webster's tenth Collegiate Dictionary one of the definitions of faith is " belief and
trust in_and loyalty to God" Those that say they believe in God and claim they said a prayer
accepting Jesus as Lord should have some change in their life. The Bible tells us even the
demons believe there is one God James 2:19. The demons believe, but they do not trust in nor
are they loyal to God. Unfortunately this also describes many people claiming to be Christians.
Granted becoming a Christian does not mean you become perfect, but it does mean there is a
change in your life 2 Cor.5:17. A Christian does not become sinless here in this life I Jn 1:8-10.
This change that takes place in a genuine Christian will continue on for their whole life Phil.1:6
(see also I Jn 2:4-5, Mat.7:21-23, Rev.3:15-16, Lk.6:44-46)

Some people in the time of the New Testament also tried to take a similar attitude that I
described as buying fire insurance. It is this very issue that James addressed that some people
take out of context to try and show we are saved by works.

James 1:22- 2:26 (chapter 1) (22)But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely
hearers who delude themselves. (23) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is
like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; (24) for once he has looked at himself and
gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. (25) But one who looks
intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful
hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does. (26) If anyone thinks
himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's
religion is worthless. (27) This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father,
to visit orphans and widows in their distress, {and} to keep oneself unstained by the world.
(Chapter 2) (1) "My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an
attitude of personal favoritism.(2) For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and
dressed in fine clothes, (3) and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, and you pay
special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good
place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,(4)"
have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?(5)
Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world {to be} rich in faith and
heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?(6) But you have dishonored
the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?(7) Do they
not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?(8) If, however, you are fulfilling
the royal law, according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are
doing well.(9) But if you show partiality, you are committing sin {and} are convicted by the law
as transgressors.(10)_For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has
become guilty of all.(11) For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not commit
murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a
transgressor of the law.(12) So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of
liberty.(13) For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs
over judgment.(14)What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works?
Can that faith save him?(15) If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily
food,(16) and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do
not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? (17) Even so faith, if it has no
works, is dead, being by itself. (18) But someone may well say, "You have faith, and I have
works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."
(19)You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.(20) But
are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? (21) Was
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not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?
(22)You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was
perfected; (23)and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it
was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God.(24) You see that a
man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.(25) And in the same way was not Rahab
the harlot also justified by works, when she received the messengers and sent them out by
another way?(26) For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works
is dead.

People that say we are saved by works will generally focus on the part of this passage
that is in bold lettering in verses 2:21-26. Take another look at 1:22, James declares that those
that do not live their faith are deceiving themselves. Then again in 1:26 he uses the persons
words as an example. James says if they do not control what they say their religion is worthless.
Jesus himself said that a persons words showed what was in their heart Lk.6:45, Mt.12:34. In
Js.1:27 James defines true religion as one that has action taking care of those in need and living
a godly life. In 2:1 he is dealing with attitudes, which is another matter of the heart. Just as Jesus
said "for the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart." James is saying that our actions also
show that which fills the heart. The point James is making is this, if you have genuine faith then
your heart is right with the Lord and it should show in your life. Those that think they are saved
by works should take a good look at James 2:9-10. According to James one sin makes you guilty
of all. Considering that the wages of sin is death Rom.6:23 this paints a grim picture. Then in
2:14 James ask a very important question. " What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has
faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?" The answer to this question is no! As
James goes on to show faith without works is dead. In other words if you have genuine faith you
produce fruit. The illustration James used shows Abraham had a genuine faith. This is shown in
his obedience to do as the Lord said. Then in 2:23 "Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned
to him as righteousness," His righteousness came from belief. Abraham's belief resulted in
obedience. To say a person is saved by works is like putting the cart before the horse, it just
doesn't work. Sheep don't say baaa baaa to become sheep. They say baaa baaa because they are
sheep. We as Christians do not do good works so that we can be saved. We do good works
because we are saved.

Paul used this same illustration with Abraham to show that we are not saved by works.

Rom 4:1-5 "What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has
found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not before
God. For what does the Scripture say? "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him
as righteousness." Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is
due. But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith
is reckoned as righteousness"

Some people would argue that man is not saved by faith alone. Then you would be led to
James 2:24 You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.
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At first glance this can almost seem to prove their point. However we must remember
that if other scripture seems to contradict the passage being looked at then it needs further
investigation. Remember what Paul said in his letter to the Ephesians.

Eph 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

This passage seems clear that works is not part of what saves us. So how does that tie in with
James 2:24?

There are actually two separate issues here. James said man is justified by works. He did
not say man is saved by works. Saved means rescued or delivered.

Lets look at the definition of this Greek word translated as justified in our bible.

Justified, (Thayer's Definition of Biblical Words)

1344 dikaioo-

1) to render righteous or such he ought to be

2) to show, exhibit, evince, one to be righteous, such as he is and wishes himself to be
considered

3) to declare, to pronounce one to be just, righteous, or such as he ought to be

I had to look up "evince" it means ( to constitute outward evidence of)
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary 10th Edition

James 2:21-24 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son
on the altar? You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith
was perfected; and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it
was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God. You see that a man
is justified by works, and not by faith alone.

Take notice of the two different words used here. Believed and justified have different
meanings.

Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,"
Was not Abraham our father justified by works,

Abraham's belief is where he was declared righteous. He was "saved" by his belief not his
works. Eph.2:8:9.

Abraham was "justified" by his works. Part of the definition of justified is to show outward
evidence of. This fits the context of what James was saying.
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When examining James 1:22- 2:26, Rom 4:1-5 and Eph.2: 8-9 closely we find that the following
three statements are true.

Abraham was saved by faith alone.
Abraham was justified by works.
Abraham was not justified by works alone.

James explained how Abraham’s works and faith worked together showing justification
before men. This is the evidence before man that one really is saved. James shows the fruit of
justification while Paul shows the root of it. Paul showed that justification before God was not
by works in Rom. 4:1-5 & Titus 3:5. Yet in Eph.2:8-10 Paul states that we were created for good
works that we should walk in them. Both Paul and James mention that Abraham was declared
righteous because of his belief. Both James and Paul declare that we should have good works.
James shows the fruit or evidence before men. While Paul shows we are saved before God
because of our belief and God's mercy.

Some have said we are saved by faith to begin with when we first accept the Lord. Then
after this point we are saved by or actions. This is irrational thinking. The Bible tells us that
Christ died for our sins 1 Cor.15:3 and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin [ Jn
1:7. Now I ask you how many sins had you committed when Christ died for them 2000 years
ago? None of them right? They were all in the future. Which sins does the blood of Christ cover?
The Bible says ALL sin. Since all of our sins were paid for on the cross before we were born.
How could we now after accepting the Lord be saved by our works?

Paul also addressed this issue.

Gal 2:20-3:3

(20)"T have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and
delivered Himself up for me.

(21) "I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ
died needlessly."

(Ch.3vs.1)You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
publicly portrayed as crucified?

(2) This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of
the Law, or by hearing with faith? (3) Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are
you now being perfected by the flesh? (see also Gal.5:1-6)

Paul here is very clear that we are saved by grace. He even states that if this were not so
then Christ died for nothing. He considered the idea of after receiving the Lord to then be
perfected by works foolishness. There is another statement Paul made, that some people
misunderstand thinking we are saved by works. While reading it keep in mind what he said here
in Galatians chapter 2 &3.
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Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but
now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling.

Is Paul contradicting himself here? No not at all. In this same letter he said
Phil 1:6 "He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus."..........

Phil 1:27-29 "conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether 1
come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit,
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by your
opponents-- which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too from
God. For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to
suffer for His sake"

There are a couple of views of this and I believe both are correct and applicable to the
context. First of all Paul declared in this letter that the Lord is the one that began this good work
in them. He then admonished them to conduct themselves in a worthy manner just as we seen
that James did in his letter. By Paul saying work out your own salvation he was encouraging
them to live in a manner worthy of their salvation. It is important that you recognize he said
"work out your salvation" Paul did not say "work for you salvation" Perhaps it might be easier
understood like this. You have a body, and when you exercise your body it is called a work out.
You are working out your body. When you are already saved and you continue to live in a
manner worthy of the Lord, you are working out your salvation. You are not working for your
salvation.

The second view is that since salvation also means deliverance Paul was telling them
through Christ to work through their hardships. By the Phillipian church standing firm in one
spirit it was a sign of destruction to their opponents. It was also a sign that they were saved. The
same as James was saying in his letter their works was the sign that they were saved. It was
important that they stood firm even in hard times. As Paul said they were" granted for Christ's
sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake"

We are saved by faith not works. But good works should be very important to the true
believer. Remember what Jesus said "why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I
say? Luke 6:46

Following is some related scripture that shows we are saved by grace not works for those

that would like to look into this further. Gen. 15:6,Matt 19:23-29, Luke 7:49-50, Luke8:11-15,
Acts 15:8-11, Acts 16:30-31, Rom. 3:19-28, Rom.4:4-5, Rom. 8:8, Rom 10:9, Rom 10:13,
Rom. 11:6.
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The writings from church leaders in the first couple of centuries are not scripture. They are
however helpful in determining if the Church has changed any major doctrine or the
interpretation of scripture.

The following quotes can be found in:

THE ANTE-NICENE FATHERS by Rev. Alexander Robertd, D.D., and James Donaldson,
LL.D., editors, Translations of the Writings of the Fathers down to A.D. 325, (Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1989.

Polycarp, ¢.69-c.155, bishop of Smyrna, and disciple of the Apostle John.

THE EPISTLE OF POLYCARP TO THE PHILIPPIANS CHAP.I & 11

our Lord Jesus Christ, who for our sins suffered even unto death, [but] “whom God raised froth
the dead, having loosed the bands of the grave.” “In whom, though now ye see Him not, ye
believe, and believing, rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory; “ into which joy many
desire to enter, knowing that “by grace ye are saved, not of works,” but by the will of God
through Jesus Christ. “Wherefore, girding up your loins,” “serve the Lord in fear” and truth, as
those who have forsaken the vain, empty talk and error of the multitude, and “believed in Him
who raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, and gave Him glory,” and a throne at His
right hand. To Him all things in heaven and on earth are subject.

Clement I, d. AD 101, called Clement of Rome, he was the bishop of Rome, ¢.92 to 101

He was also a companion to both Peter and Paul, Phil.4:3

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF CLEMENT TO THE CORINTHIANS .CHAP. XXXII.

And we, too, being called by His will in Christ Jesus, are not justified by ourselves, nor by our
own wisdom, or understanding, or godliness, or works which we have wrought in holiness of
heart; but by that faith through which, from the beginning, Almighty God has justified all men;
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Clement I, d. AD 101, called Clement of Rome, he was the bishop of Rome, ¢.92 to 101.

He was also a companion to both Peter and Paul, Phil.4:3

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED CLEMENT

THE DISCIPLE OF PETER THE APOSTLE CHAP. 11

For not by eloquence or renown, by station and descent, or by beauty or strength, or by length of
life, is the kingdom of heaven obtained; but it is obtained by the power of faith, when a man
exhibits the works of faith. For whosoever is truly righteous, his works testify concerning his
faith, that he is truly a believer, with a faith which is great, a faith which is perfect, a faith which
is in God, a faith which shines in good works, that the Father of all may be glorified through
Christ.
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BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD

Baptism for the dead is a very old idea that is still practiced by some groups in our era in
which we live today. Mormons usually think that this idea is unique to their religion however
this is not entirely true as you can see in the quote from the Encyclopaedia Britannica below.

New Apostolic Church: church organized in Germany in 1863 as the Universal Catholic
Church, by members of the Catholic Apostolic Church who believed that new apostles must be
appointed to replace deceased apostles and rule the church until the Second Coming of Christ.
The present name was adopted in 1906. Its doctrines are similar to the parent church, but the
new church was influenced by continental Protestantism, and over time its worship services and
tendencies became less Catholic and more Protestant.

The church emphasizes the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which include prophecy, speaking in
tongues, and miraculous healing. Sacraments are baptism, Holy Communion, and holy sealing
(the "dispensing and reception of the Holy Spirit"). Sealing can only be conferred by the laying
on of hands on the head of a member by an apostle, and it assures the member of participation in
Christ's rule on Earth for 1,000 years after he returns. Like the Latter-day Saints, the New
Apostolic Church teaches that the sacraments can be received by a living member for a

dead person.
Copyright 1994-1998 Encyclopaedia Britannica

Since baptism for the dead is far more associated with Mormonism the rest of this study
will deal with their view and what the bible says. So what does baptism for the dead mean to the
Mormon? The best way to answer that is to quote from Mormon authorities.

Smith, Joseph Fielding. Doctrines of Salvation. Compiled by Bruce R. McConkie. 3 vols. Salt
Lake City, Utah: Bookcraft, 1954-56. (Vol.2, Chapter9, pg.161-162)
BAPTISM FOR DEAD

NO SALVATION WITHOUT BAPTISM. One of the most emphatic and positive
statements of our Savior was his saying to Nicodemus: Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." That to be
born of water means to be baptized is so clear it will not admit of successful dispute. To be
born of the Spirit is just as positive a statement in relation to the gift of the Holy Ghost, which is
received by the laying on of hands.
Nor did the Savior limit his remark by any qualifying clause to refer only to men who are living
and with the opportunity of hearing the gospel, or to eliminate from his command those who
have passed beyond. The statement is dogmatic, positive, and without qualification: "Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God!"

"PERFORMANCE OF VICARIOUS ORDINANCES. Baptism is an ordinance
belonging to this life, as also are confirmation and ordination to the priesthood, and the man who
does not receive these blessings here cannot receive them in the spirit world. There he may
repent and believe and accept the truth, but he cannot be baptized, confirmed, or ordained, or
endowed, for these ordinances belong here. What is to be done in the matter? We are going to
take substitutes who will act vicariously, which means one acting for another, and in the temples
they will stand for those who are dead and there, in the behalf of the dead, receive all these
blessings for them. When they do this, if the dead accept the labor performed, it is accounted
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unto them the same as if they had acted for themselves. The Lord did a great vicarious work for
all men, and he has delegated power to us in a lesser degree to perform a vicarious work for the
dead. So we, too, may become saviors to our fellow men in this manner, performing work for
them that they cannot perform for themselves."

McConkie, Bruce R. Mormon Doctrine. 2d ed. Salt Lake City, Utah:

Bookecraft, 1966. page 72-73,

Baptism For the Dead

"Based on the eternal principle of vicarious service, the Lord has ordained baptism for the
dead as the means whereby all his worthy children of all ages can become heirs of salvation
in his kingdom. Baptism is the gate to the celestial kingdom, and except a man be born again
of water and of the Spirit he cannot gain an inheritance in that heavenly world. (John 3:3-5.)
Obviously, during the frequent periods of apostate darkness when the gospel light does not
shine, and also in those geographical areas where legal administrators are not found, hosts of
people live and die without ever entering in at the gate of baptism so as to be on the path leading
to eternal life. For them a just God has ordained baptism for the dead, a vicarious-proxy labor.
(D. & C. 124:28-36; 127; 128;

1 Cor. 15:29.)"

Mormon Doctrine, by Bruce McConkie,

Second Chance Theory, page 685-687

"There is no such thing as a second chance to gain salvation by accepting the gospel in the
spirit world after spurning, declining, or refusing to accept it in this life. It is true that there
may be a second chance to hear and accept the gospel, but those who have thus procrastinated
their acceptance of the saving truths will not gain salvation in the celestial kingdom of God.
Salvation for the dead is the system by means of which those who 'die without a
knowledge of the gospel" (D. & C. 128:5) may gain such knowledge in the spirit world and
then, following the vicarious performance of the necessary ordinances, become heirs of salvation
on the same basis as though the gospel truths had been obeyed in mortality. Salvation for the
dead is limited expressly to those who do not have opportunity in this life to accept the
gospel but who would have taken the opportunity had it come to them.......................

Thus the false and heretical doctrine that people who fail to live the law in this life (having had
an opportunity so to do) will have a further chance of salvation in the life to come is a soul-
destroying doctrine, a doctrine that lulls its adherents into carnal security and thereby denies
them a hope of eternal salvation. (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 2, pp. 181-196.)"
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To sum it up the Mormons believe that one cannot be saved or in other words enter into
the kingdom of God or what is known as the celestial kingdom unless they are baptized. (Note
sometimes L.D.S also define saved as being resurrected, Mormon Doctrine, pg. 671) People that
do not have the opportunity to hear the gospel according to Mormonism can hear and accept it in
the life to come. When a person in the L.D.S church is baptized in their behalf the deceased can
then accept the Mormon gospel and enter into the celestial kingdom. This is the reason why the
Mormon Church is heavily involved in genealogical research. In the quotes from the Mormon
authorities we are given two bible references. One reference mentions baptism for the dead and
one that does not mention baptism at all. (1 Cor.15: 29 & John 3:3-5) It is not wise to build a
doctrine on one obscure verse in the bible especially if it is in conflict with scripture that is clear
and comprehensible. We should use the clear passages to help us understand those passages that
are harder to understand.

The following truths are in conflict with this Mormon doctrine:

1.0ne can be saved without being baptized.

2. Salvation comes through faith; it is a matter of the heart.

3. There is no biblical reference instructing or suggesting that one does genealogical research. (A
necessary step preceding baptism for the dead)

4. Born of water does not mean baptized.

5. There is no second chance even for those who have not heard the gospel.

6. The context of 1 Corinthians chapter 15 is about the resurrection, not baptism.

1. One can be saved apart from being baptized.

If a person had to be baptized to be saved, you would think that we would find people
like Jesus and the Apostle Paul baptizing converts on a regular basis. Furthermore if baptism for
the dead were true it would certainly be an important practice. However Paul was thankful that
he did not baptize very many people. Also Jesus did not baptize anyone that we know of. This
would make no sense if either of these concepts were true.

1 Cor 1:14-17 1 thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, that no
man should say you were baptized in my name. Now I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other. For Christ did not send
me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, that the cross of Christ
should not be made void.

John 4:1-2 When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making
and baptizing more disciples than John (although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His
disciples were)

Take another look at 1 Cor 1:17. Paul said “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach
the gospel”. Paul here separates baptism from the gospel. In other words he did not include
baptism as part of the gospel. Yet we are saved by the gospel in the following verse.

1 Cor 15:1-2 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which
also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the
word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.
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Following are two examples of someone who was saved apart from baptism

In Luke 23:39-43 we read of a thief who was crucified with Jesus. This man rebukes the
other thief for mocking Jesus then we read: Luke 23:42-43 And he was saying, "Jesus,
remember me when You come in Your kingdom! "And He said to him, "Truly I say to you, today
vou shall be with Me in Paradise.” This thief obviously was not taken down from the cross and
baptized! Yet this thief was saved that is he is now in the presence of God.

I should mention that there is a difference of opinion about where Paradise was. Some
would argue that Paradise was not heaven, but rather Abraham's bosom. Three days after being
crucified and buried Jesus said Mary "Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the
Father "John 20:17. Yet Jesus told the thief that "foday you shall be with Me in Paradise.” Some
believe Abraham's bosom was a holding place for the righteous dead separate from Hades.

This was before Jesus atoned for our sins. This is derived from Luke 16:19-31. Some
believe they could not be in the presence of the Father yet because Jesus had not yet paid the
price for their sins.

Others would argue that Jesus did indeed go directly into the presence of the Father.
Right after Jesus told the thief he would be with him in Paradise Jesus said "Father, into Thy
hands I commit My spirit." The spirit of Jesus went directly into the presence of the Father, but
his body went to the grave. When 3 days after Jesus' crucifixion he said "Stop clinging to Me,
for I have not yet ascended to the Father "John 20:17 Jesus was referring to his physical body.
Furthermore Paradise was the 3™ heaven according to 2 Cor.12: 2-4.

The 3 heavens are
(a) the sky where the eagles fly
(b) the stars in outer space
(c) the dwelling place of God.

The Old Testament saints also went directly into the presence of the Father. Examples of
this would be Enoch Gen.5: 24, Heb.11: 5, also Elijah 2 Kings 2:1-11
Paul also indicated that now if we die as a Christian we go directly into the presence of the Lord
2 Cor.5: 8, Phil.1: 23.

Whichever view one takes we still have the thief in the presence of the Father without
being baptized.

The second example can be found in the text below.
Acts 10:44-47 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those
who were listening to the message. And all the circumcised believers who had come with Peter
were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out upon the Gentiles also. For
they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, "Surely
no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as
we did, can he?"

These Gentiles in this text were baptized, but this was after they had received the Holy
Spirit. Even those that say you must be baptized to be saved recognize that un-saved people do
not have the Holy Spirit. These people were saved first and even speaking in tongues which is a
gift of the Holy Spirit before they were baptized. They were saved first and then baptized 2nd.
Therefore baptism in itself is not what saved them.
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There are a couple of other texts some may use to show we are saved by baptism.
So we should look at those texts as well.

Mark 16:16 "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has
disbelieved shall be condemned.

The key in this passage for those that shall be saved is their belief. Notice this verse shows that
unbelief is the reason for being condemned not the lack of being baptized.

1 Pet 3:18-21

18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;

19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,

20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah,
during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely
through the water.

21 And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the
flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Noah and his family were saved through the water because Noah was obedient and built
the ark like he was told. Noah first believed God and then followed instructions. Corresponding
to that we first put our trust in God and follow his instructions to be baptized. Yet it is not the
dunking in the water that saves us, rather our appeal to God for a good conscience through the
resurrection of Jesus.

Noah would not have been saved if he did not use the ark. Being dunked in water
does not save without the heart being purified by the Holy Spirit. Baptism by itself with an
unregenerate heart saves nobody. However the thief on the cross is an example of someone who
was saved by a regenerate heart without baptism.

2. Salvation comes through faith; it is a matter of the heart.
When we read MT.19:16 we learn that a rich young man was asked specifically how to gain
eternal life. He was told to sell his possessions and follow Jesus. (This is a matter of the heart!)

When we read LK.10:25 we learn a lawyer asked Jesus specifically how to gain eternal life. He
was told "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." Again a matter of the
heart

When we read Acts 16:30 we learn a jailer asked Paul and Silas what they had to do to be saved.
They were told believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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3. There is no biblical reference instructing or suggesting that one does genealogical
research.
(A necessary step preceding baptism for the dead)

If baptism for the dead were a true doctrine it certainly would be important. One would
expect to find it clearly taught in the bible, which a reading of the New Testament shows it is
not. Furthermore since genealogy is a necessary step preceding baptism for the dead we would
also expect to find reference to it in the bible. Aside from the genealogies of Jesus showing that
he is the Messiah told about in the Old Testament genealogy is only mentioned twice in the New
Testament.

Titus 3:9 But shun foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law;
for they are unprofitable and worthless.

1 Tim 1:3-4 As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus, in order
that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths
and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the
administration of God which is by faith.

Granted these texts have nothing to do with baptism for the dead. They are however our
only references to genealogy in the New Testament. They certainly in no way encourage
anybody to do genealogical work.

4. Born of water does not mean baptized.
In Doctrines of Salvation we were told that born of water means to be baptized.

John 3:3-8 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when
he is 0ld? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?" Jesus
answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. "Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' "The wind
blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and
where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

The word "baptized” is not in this passage. Although the Jewish mind may connect
baptism with the use of the word "water" I believe the usage of the word is much deeper than
that. The passage is referring to someone that is born again. We are first born physically. Before
we are born spiritually we are said to be dead in our trespasses and sins, Eph.2:1-5, Col.2:13.

In other words until you are born again even though you are physically alive, you are
spiritually dead. The second birth is spiritual, when you are "born again" you are both physically
and spiritually alive. The Mormons of course focus on the part of the text that reads: _"unless
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God"
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We will take this in two parts.
A. "Born" does not mean baptized.
B. "water" does not mean baptized.

A. "Born" does not mean baptized. The word "born" in this passage is defined by Strong's
defintion of Greek words in the following manner.

1080 gennao (ghen-nah'-0); from a variation of 1085; to procreate (properly, of the father, but
by extension of the mother); figuratively, to regenerate:

KJV-- bear, beget, be born, bring forth, conceive, be delivered of, gender, make, spring.

B.Water does not mean baptized either.

Thayers definition of Greek words.

5204 hudor-

water:

a) used of water in rivers, in fountains, in pools
b) used of the water of the deluge

c) used of water in any of the earth's repositories
d) used of water as the primary element, out of and through which the world that was before the
deluge, arose and was compacted

e) used of the waves of the sea

f) figatively, used of many peoples

"Water" is not a reference to baptism. This word "water" in this passage by definition can mean
literal water. This Greek word however is not bound only to this literal definition. This same
Greek word "water" found in John 3:5 is also used in the following passage. Eph.5:26

Eph 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself
up for her; that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or
any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

(The next two verses give us a little more insight.)

1 Pet 1:23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that
is, through the living and abiding word of God.

Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

Notice the proceeding verse declares that we are not saved by deeds done in righteousness. In
the following text we will see that Jesus declares his baptism is a deed to fulfill all righteousness.

Matt 3:13-15 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by
him. But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You
come to me?" But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting
for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him.
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Furthermore Jesus when asked about doing the works (or deeds) of God he simply says they
must believe in him as you can see in the following text.

John 6:28-29 They said therefore to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of
God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him
whom He has sent."

Let us consider again 1 Pet.1:23 we find that these ones that have been born again have
done this through the word of God. How are they born again? They are born again through the
word of God. Remember Jesus was talking to Nicodemus about being born again in John CH.3.

Take special notice of how Eph 5:25-27 said that Christ cleansed his church. (having cleansed
her by the washing of water with the word) Water in this case is used in reference to the word of
God. Christ church is cleansed by the washing of water with the word. The Church in Eph.
5:25-27 is made up of "born again believers" Since Jesus said that "unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God" John 3:3 we can conclude that his church is born again. Christ's
church is born again through the word of God by the washing of water with the word as well as
the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit Titus 3:5.

In the very next chapter after the discussion between Jesus and Nicodemus we find Jesus
talking to a Samaritan woman. Here again we see Jesus using water as an illustration that does
not mean baptism, but rather Jesus is referring to eternal life which is salvation.

John 4:14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."

Isa 12:3 Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of salvation.

Jesus talked to Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman using "water" as an illustration. In
both cases Jesus was talking about eternal life. The word "baptism" is not in either text. Jesus
certainly knew that a Jewish mind might connect baptism with the use of the word "water".
However the bible also shows us that the usage of the word "water" is much more than the act of
baptism. The Jewish mind would be very aware of that as well. The bible shows us that the term
"water" has to do with our regeneration by the Holy Spirit through the word of God. Baptism is
our act of obedience to God's command and our proclaiming to the world that we have been
regenerated through the Holy Spirit and the word of God.
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Born again is only found 4 times in scripture.
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God."

John 3:7 "Do not marvel that I said to you, "You must be born again.'
1 Pet 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great

mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, (KJV says begotten us again in this verse)

1 Pet 1:23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is,
through the living and abiding word of God.

Born of water is only found once.
John 3:5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

None of these texts clearly connect baptism with being born again. There are writings
where some of the early church fathers did connect the conversation between Jesus and
Nicodimus with baptism. In a similar fashion works are tied in with saving faith as James points
out in his letter. Still we are told that our works do not save us. This was covered under the
subject heading "Grace vs. Works." Our works is the fruit showing we are saved. Baptism is not
a suggestion it is a command. The true believer that has been regenerated by the Holy Spirit acts
in obedience to this and identifies himself with Jesus Christ. The believer is not saved merely
because he has been dunked in water. It is an act of obedience that confesses he has been
regenerated and identifies with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

There are examples in scripture of people being saved before baptism and apart from
baptism. There are no examples of anybody being saved without a change in heart. Furthermore
the bible shows us that genuine faith will produce works. Yet it clearly states that we are not
saved by our works.

5. There is no second chance even for those who have not heard the gospel.

There is no second chance even for people that have not heard the Mormon gospel or the real
gospel, after death comes the judgment. There is no record in the entire bible of anyone
receiving salvation after they had already died. Once they are judged there is no record of an
appeal like we have in our courts. (Judgment comes after death)

Heb 9:27And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment.
According to the first chapter in Romans people are held accountable for knowing there

1s a God, because of creation. Creation itself tells us that God exist. Therefore Man is
responsible for what he has done with this knowledge of knowing that God exist.
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Rom 1:16-23 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God
is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "But the righteous man shall live by faith." For the
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within
them; for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through
what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even though they knew God, they did
not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their
foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory
of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-
footed animals and crawling creatures.

This accounts for those who have not heard the gospel. Creation itself testifies of God's
existence. These people are held accountable for what is done with that knowledge of God and
as the text states "they are without excuse".

6. The context of 1 Corinthians chapter 15 is about the resurrection, not baptism.

Many Mormons have a testimony declaring that deceased people have appeared to them
thanking them for being baptized on their behalf. To this I must state that our experiences should
be interpreted through the Bible. The Bible should not be interpreted through our experiences.
Baptism for the dead and its implications are in conflict with what the bible teaches. Therefore it
is not wise to accept even what a spirit may have told them concerning this. Demons have been
around for a long time and can easily deceive people by masquerading as a deceased person and
help promote that which is contrary to the word of God. (The Bible) We are in fact warned not
to believe every spirit,

1 John 4:1, Galatians 1:8

Having said that we will now examine the context of 1 Corinthians Chapter 15.

We will see that Paul is aware of some people who practiced baptism for the dead. Paul
argued that it was not logical for those people to believe in baptism for the dead and then deny
the resurrection.

The Scripture is from The New American Standard and I added my commentary in boxes
throughout the text.
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The whole chapter in 1 Corinthians chapter 15 is on the resurrection. This chapter is not a
teaching on baptism!

1 Corinthians Chapter 15

1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you
received, in which also you stand,

2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless
you believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures,

4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures,

Verses 1-4 Paul tells us the gospel is that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.

5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom
remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;

7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;

8 and last of all, as it were to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.

9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God.

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but

I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.

Verses 5- 10 Paul gives an account of the appearances of Jesus after he was resurrected.

11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
12 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among
you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

Verses 11-12 Paul brings up the fact that some among the Corinthians did not believe in the
resurrection of the dead.

13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;

14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.

15 Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we witnessed against
God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.

16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;

17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.

18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

Verses 13-19 Paul declares that if Jesus did not rise from the dead, then they are false witnesses
and our faith is worthless because we are still in our sins.
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21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.

22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.

23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His
coming,

Verses 21-23 We are told Jesus has indeed risen from the dead. Through Adam mankind
receives death but through Jesus we will live. Jesus is the first fruits of the resurrection;
those that belong to Jesus will be resurrected at his return.

24 then come the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has
abolished all rule and all authority and power.

25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.

26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death.

27 For He has put all things in subjection under His feet. But when He says, "All things are
put in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him.

28 And when all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to
the One who subjected all things to Him, that God may be all in all.

Verses 24-28 After the return of the resurrected Christ and the resurrection of the saints the
end will come. That is the end of this age then Christ shall abolish all authority and he shall
reign until all enemies are subject to him. Jesus will conquer even death.

29 Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at
all, why then are they baptized for them?
30 Why are we also in danger every hour?

Verse 29-30 Paul ask why certain people who he simply refers to as ""they" do baptism for
the dead if they do not believe in the resurrection. He is pointing out that these two beliefs are
inconsistent with each other.

Paul ask also why he and other Christians would stand in jeopardy? Since they were
persecuted for teaching the resurrection it would be inconsistent and irrational to also declare
there was no resurrection.

Did you notice the contrast between verse 29 & 30? In verse 28 Paul refers to some
people that he does not include as being in unity with himself or other Christians. These
people practice baptism for the dead and he refers to them as "they'" (KJV) or "they and
those" (NAS). Then in the next verse Paul includes himself with other Christians who
proclaim the resurrection. Here in verse 30 Paul uses the word "we". The contrast is between
"they" and "we". One group includes himself and others who proclaim the resurrection ("we").
The other group of people Paul makes no connection with between himself and other
Christians. Paul simply states that "they" practice baptism for the dead.

In Acts 17:23-33 we see where Paul used an idol with the inscription of an unknown
god to proclaim the true God to them. Paul did not believe in their idol anymore than he
believed in baptism for the dead here. Paul only pointed to their own false belief as a reference
they could relate to teach them about the truth of God and the resurrection.

62



Table of Contents

32 If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If
the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.

33 Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good morals."

34 Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some have no knowledge of
God. I speak this to your shame.

Verse 31-34  Paul declares that unless there is a resurrection there is no reason to
undergo persecution for proclaiming the resurrection. Without the resurrection he might as
well adopt the heathen philosophy of "let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die." Paul then
tells them not to be deceived by this teaching from those who have no knowledge of God,
thus denying the resurrection. This corrupt doctrine denying the resurrection promotes sin
which they are to abstain from.

35 But someone will say, "How are the dead raised? And with what kind of body do they
come?"

36 You fool! That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies;

37 and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain,
perhaps of wheat or of something else.

38 But God gives it a body just as He wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its own.
39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts,
and another flesh of birds, and

40 There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one,
and the glory of the earthly is another.

41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars; for star differs from star in glory.

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body it is raised an
imperishable body

43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;
44 it is sown a natural bodyj, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is
also a spiritual body.

45 So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul." The last Adam became
a life-giving spirit.

46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual.

47 The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven.

48 As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those
who are heavenly.

49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly.

50 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor
does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Verse 35-50 Paul explains concerning the bodies of the resurrected dead.
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51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.

53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.
54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put
on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in
victory.

55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;

57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work

of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
END OF CHAPTER

Verse 51-58 Paul explains concerning the bodies of the translated living.

One could certainly expound more on this chapter, but the main point is that from start
to finish 1 Corinthians chapter 15 is about the resurrection.
The context of this chapter is not about baptism.

Carefully consider the purpose and depth of the Apostle Paul's ministry.

Rom 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God,

Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Rom 15:15-16 But I have written very boldly to you on some points, so as to remind you again,
because of the grace that was given me from God, to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the
Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, that my offering of the Gentiles

might become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

1Thes 2:2 but after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we
had the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition.

I Tim 1:11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been
entrusted.

Acts 20:20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching
you publicly and from house to house,

Acts 20:27 "For 1 did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.

1Thes 2:9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as not
to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.
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1 Cor 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of
speech, that the cross of Christ should not be made void.

All scripture is indeed inspired by God 2 Tim.3: 16. Dealing with the subject of salvation some
people seem to look only at a few obscure and hard to understand passages and ignore the rest of
the teachings on the subject. It almost seems to be Paul verses an obscure passage by James,
John, Mark or Peter. We need to remember that when scripture appears to contradict itself it
means we do not understand something and need to dig a little deeper for answers. This has
always been the case in my own studies.

I certainly do not want to say that we should ignore any scripture, but I would like you to

follow me along a line of logic and reasoning for a moment. Those who believe that baptism or
works are conditions of salvation should carefully consider the purpose of the Apostle Paul's
ministry. Paul was set apart by God to preach the gospel. He declares that the gospel is the
power of God unto salvation. He did not shrink back from declaring the whole purpose of God
or anything that was profitable. Paul wrote 13 of the 27 books in our New Testament. Paul said
he did not come to baptize.
Paul never connects baptism as a condition of salvation.. Paul was very clear that we are saved
apart from works Rom.3:28, Eph. 2:8-9, 2 Tim.1:9, Titus 3:5. There are some passages in
scripture that are hard to understand. It is best to let the clear passages shed light on the harder to
understand passages. Paul never taught that works or baptism were conditions of our salvation.
His whole purpose was to preach the gospel so that we might be saved. Considering this fact
wouldn't you find that rather odd that he did not ever clearly explain works or baptism as
conditions of salvation, if those things were true?

65



Table of Contents

L.D.S STANDARD WORKS

The standard works of the L.D.S church is the 4 books they call scripture. The Book of
Mormon, The Pearl of Great Price, The Doctrine & Covenants and the Bible.

L.D.S VIEW OF THE BIBLE
The L.D.S 8th Article of Faith "We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is
translated correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God."

J. Reuben Clark, Jr., On the Way to Immortality and Eternal Life, p.202

As to the Bible, the Prophet Joseph on another occasion (October 15, 1843) said:

"I believe the Bible as it read when it came from the pen of the original writers. Ignorant
translators, careless transcribers, or designing and corrupt priests have committed many
errors."

James E. Talmage, Articles of Faith, Ch.13, p.248 (Mormon Apostle)

The present is too late a time and the separating distance too vast to encourage the
reopening of the question. The New Testament must be accepted for what it claims to be; and
though, perhaps, many precious parts have been suppressed or lost, while some corruptions
of the texts may have crept in, and errors have been inadvertently introduced through the
incapacity of translators, the volume as a whole must be admitted as authentic and credible,
and as an essential part of the Holy Scriptures

Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, Vol.2, p.65 (Mormon Prophet)

There are no original manuscripts. Second, through the years scribes were busy making copies
of the scriptures, and they inadvertently, or otherwise, made some changes. There is no original
copy of any of the books of the Bible known to man today; that eliminations could have
occurred is very possible. Third, in later translations after the scriptures fell into the hands of
Christian scholars who did not accept baptism by immersion, other errors could have occurred.
Especially was this the case as it was revealed to Nephi by the angel of the Lord. On this point
Nephi wrote:1 Nephi 13:26 (book of Mormon) And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb, from the Jews unto the Gentiles, thou seest the foundation of a great and
abominable church, which is most abominable above all other churches; for behold, they have
taken away from the gospel of the Lamb many parts which are plain and most precious;
and also many covenants of the Lord have they taken away. And all this have they done that
they might pervert the right ways of the Lord, that they might blind the eyes and harden the
hearts of the children of men.

As you can see the Bible although believed to be the word of God is not believed to be
accurate by L.D.S authorities. Their statements show their ignorance of the subject. There are
actually thousands of manuscripts validating the accurate transmission of the New Testament.
As far as the Old Testament the Dead Sea scrolls contain a portion of every book in the Old
Testament with the exception of Ester. The whole book of Isaiah was found in the Dead Sea
scrolls. These manuscripts verify that our Hebrew Text today has not changed from what they
had back then.
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Keep in mind that the Dead Sea scrolls date back before the Lord Jesus Christ. If the text was
corrupt in Jesus' time period he certainly would know about it. Well Jesus seemed to consider
the text reliable.

Matt 5:18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or
stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished.

Matt 24:35 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away.

Luke 24:25-27 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the
prophets have spoken! "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter
into His glory?" And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the
things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

John 5:39 "You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it
is these that bear witness of Me;

Jesus said not the smallest letter would pass away. How could they know that if the text
was corrupt already?

Jesus said his words would not pass away. Are we now to believe that Jesus was wrong and his
words have passed away?

Jesus told them they were foolish for not believing ALL that the prophets spoke. Then beginning
with Moses and all of the prophets Jesus explained the scriptures concerning himself. Does this
sound like he believed they could not trust the scriptures?

Jesus said the Old Testament testified of him and although they searched the scriptures they
were unwilling to come to him. This would be an unfair statement if the text were really corrupt.

Are we now to believe that even though the Dead Sea scrolls verify the accuracy of the
text in Jesus' day that we cannot trust them even though Jesus trusted in them?

Are we now to ignore the thousands of manuscript evidence showing the accuracy of the
New Testament simply on their word without any evidence to back up their statement?
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THE INSPIRED VERSION OF THE BIBLE
BY JOSEPH SMITH, JUNIOR

I recognize that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints does not use this Bible
on a regular basis. I have had Mormons refer to it after [ pointed out that the bible disagrees with
their doctrine. The fact remains that the Prophet and founder of the L.D.S church produced this
"inspired version". The first thing I noticed when I got my copy of it is, the verses do not always
line up with a regular Bible. That is because he added text to the Bible wherever he saw fit. This
should present problems to the person that stops and thinks about this. Bible translators
constantly go back to the Greek and Hebrew manuscripts to check the accuracy of the text.
There is no manuscript evidence what so ever to support what Joseph Smith did to the Bible.
Even if we assumed that God told him to revise certain passages. Would God have him put
words into other peoples mouths? Joseph has people saying things that as far as we know they
never said. If this were not bad enough he also added a prophecy in the Book of Genesis. Take a
look in a regular Bible in Genesis chapter 50 it ends on verse 26 right? Well in the inspired
version it ends on verse38. That is because Joseph added a prophecy. As far as I can tell he is
prophesying himself coming in the future. I do know that it is not right to add to what God has
already established as scripture by speaking to prophets long ago.

Prov 30:5-6 Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. Do not
add to His words lest He reprove you, and you be proved a liar.

Deut 4:2 "You shall not add to the word which I am commanding vou, nor take away from it
that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.

Following is the comparison of the King James and the Joseph Smith Inspired Version.

Gen 50:24-26 (KJV)

24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out
of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

25 And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and
ye shall carry up my bones from hence.

26 So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was
put in a coffin in Egypt.

(King James Version) END OF CHAPTER
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Joseph Smith Translation

Genesis 50:24

24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die, and go unto my fathers; and I go down to my grave
with joy. The God of father Jacob be with you, to deliver you out of affliction in the days of your
bondage; for the Lord hath visited me, and I have obtained a promise of the Lord, that out of the
fruit of my loins, the Lord God will raise up a righteous branch out of my loins; and unto thee,
whom my father Jacob hath named Israel, a prophet; (not the Messiah who is called Shilo;) and
this prophet shall deliver my people out of Egypt in the days of thy bondage.

25 And it shall come to pass that they shall be scattered again; and a branch shall be broken off,
and shall be carried into a far country; nevertheless they shall be remembered in the covenants of
the Lord, when the Messiah cometh, for he shall be made manifest unto them in the latter days,
in the Spirit of power; and shall bring them out of darkness into light; out of hidden darkness,
and out of captivity unto freedom.

26 A seer shall the Lord my God raise up, who shall be a choice seer unto the fruit of my loins.
27 Thus saith the Lord God of my fathers unto me, A choice seer will I raise up out of the fruit
of thy loins, and he shall be esteemed highly among the fruit of thy loins; and unto him will I
give commandment that he shall do a work for the fruit of thy loins, his brethren.

28 And he shall bring them to the knowledge of the covenants which I have made with thy
fathers; and he shall do whatsoever work I shall command him.

29 And I will make him great in mine eyes, for he shall do my work; and he shall be great like
unto him whom I have said I would raise up unto you, to deliver my people, O house of Israel,
out of the land of Egypt; for a seer will I raise up to deliver my people out of the land of Egypt;
and he shall be called Moses. And by this name he shall know that he is of thy house; for he
shall be nursed by the king's daughter, and shall be called her son.

30 And again, a seer will I raise up out of the fruit of thy loins, and unto him will I give power to
bring forth my word unto the seed of thy loins; and not to the bringing forth of my word only,
saith the Lord, but to the convincing them of my word, which shall have already gone forth
among them in the last days;

31 Wherefore the fruit of thy loins shall write, and the fruit of the loins of Judah shall write; and
that which shall be written by the fruit of thy loins, and also that which shall be written by the
the fruit of the loins of Judah, shall grow together unto the confounding of false doctrines, and
laying down of contentions, and establishing peace among the fruit of thy loins, and bringing
them to a knowledge of their fathers in the latter days; and also to the knowledge of my
covenants, saith the Lord.

32 And out of weakness shall he be made strong, in that day when my work shall go forth
among all my people, which shall restore them, who are of the house of Israel, in the last days.
33 And that seer will I bless, and they that seek to destroy him shall be confounded; for this
promise | give unto you; for I will remember you from generation to generation; and his name
shall be called Joseph, and it shall be after the name of his father; and he shall be like unto you;
for the thing which the Lord shall bring forth by his hand shall bring my people unto salvation.
34 And the Lord sware unto Joseph that he would preserve his seed for ever, saying, I will raise
up Moses, and a rod shall be in his hand, and he shall gather together my people, and he shall
lead them as a flock, and he shall smite the waters of the Red Sea with his rod.

35 And he shall have judgment, and shall write the word of the Lord. And he shall not speak
many words, for I will write unto him my law by the finger of mine own hand. And I will make
a spokesman for him, and his name shall be called Aaron.
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36 And it shall be done unto thee in the last days also, even as I sworn. Therefore, Joseph said
unto his brethren, God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which
he sware to Abraham, and unto Isaac, and to Jacob.

37 And Joseph confirmed many other things unto his brethren, and took an oath of the children
of Israel, saying unto them, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from
hence.

38 So Joseph died when he was an hundred and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and they
put him in a coffin in Egypt; and he was kept from burial by the children of Israel, that he might
be carried up and laid in the sepulcher with his father. And thus they remembered the oath which
they sware unto him.

END OF CHAPTER

In the Joseph Smith Inspired Version

THE BOOK OF MORMON- For some reason people look to both the North America
continent and the South America continent for archeological evidence to confirm something in
the Book of Mormon. To look for archeological evidence for the Book of Mormon in South
America is to look in the wrong place to begin with. Also we are not just looking for some
obscure village, but rather a great nation. The lack of any evidence for the Book of Mormon
made more of an impact on me when I realized how big of a nation that it was that was supposed
to have disappeared without a trace.

First of all I would like to show just where we should begin our search for evidence of
these people mentioned in the Book of Mormon. Next I will show just how big of a nation these
people were supposed to have grown into and some of the things they had.

In the preface of the Book of Mormon we are told how Joseph Smith was led to some

gold plates by an angel he later translated into the book of Mormon. The full story is also found
in the book called the Pearl of Great Price in the section titled Joseph Smith
History 1:34 (also called Joseph Smith 2, 1:34)
( He said there was a book deposited, written upon gold plates, giving an account of the former
inhabitants of this continent, and the source from whence they sprang. He also said that the
fullness of the everlasting Gospel was contained in it, as delivered by the Savior to the ancient
inhabitants; )

At the beginning of this chapter in verses 3-5 we are told this took place in Manchester,
New York. Since the angel told Joseph while in New York that these gold plates told "of the
former inhabitants of this continent" we know to search for evidence on the North American
Continent. The next logical question is how big was this nation? And what sort of things did
they have that we should look for? We can look to the Book of Mormon to supply us with these
answers.

They had all manner of tools Ether 10:25.

They had silks, horses, gold, silver and various animals including elephants Ether 9:16 -19.
There was so many people they spread upon the face of the land. They had buildings, machinery,
and metals including steel Jarom 1:8.

There was so many people they could be found from coast to coast Helaman 3:8.

They had wars where as many as 10,000 people died in a single battle Mormon 6:11.

Not only was there people from coast to coast but there was building as well Mormon 1:7.

They built ships, Temples, synagogues etc Helaman 3:14.

They had a money system which included lots of different types of coins Alma 11:4-19.
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It is hard to imagine that a people that were spread from coast to coast and built ships,
buildings, machinery and so forth could disappear and not leave any trace. People have
constantly used archeology to confirm things written in the Bible and going back in time just as
far as the time period that the book of Mormon covers on this continent.

It stands to reason that if the Book of Mormon is true or has any historical significance at
all that there would be some confirmation of it by archeology. Out of all of the research and
study done on this continent there has not been a single thing found in archeological diggings
that connects to the Book of Mormon. In fact the geography of the land with mountains, rivers
,valleys etc. have never been matched up with this or any other continent.

The book of Mormon mentions silk, steel, horses and other such things that are known
not to have even been here pre-Columbian times. (See the letter from Smithsonian pg.120-122)
Inside the Book of Mormon we are told of several sets of ancient plates that contained the
history of these people in America from 600 B.C to 421 A.D. I find it interesting that no one
knows where any of these plates are. None of these plates have ever been found. There have
been claims that archeology has confirmed the book of Mormon by some members of the
church. One of the more well known claims said that the Smithsonian institute had found proof
and was using the Book of Mormon as a guide to study America. This claim become so well
known that the Smithsonian Institute was forced to prepare a letter for the many inquires that
they received concerning this.

I wrote the Smithsonian Institute myself and have included the letter that they sent me on
page 74

I would like to conclude the thoughts concerning archeology and the Book of Mormon with a
quote.

Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Vol.1, ARCHAEOLOGY

Archaeological data from the ancient Near East and the Americas have been used both
to support and to discredit the Book of Mormon. Many scholars see no support for the Book of
Mormon in the archaeological records, since no one has found any inscriptional evidence for, or
material remains that can be tied directly to, any of the persons, places, or things mentioned in
the book (Smithsonian Institution).

Not only do we have no archeological evidence, but the Book of Mormon also gives
false information about events that took place in other areas as well. I would like to share two
examples of this here. The Bible and history say that Jesus was born in Bethlehem. This can be
verified in Grolier's Multimedia Encyclopedia and Matthew 2:1 yet the Book of Mormon claims
Jesus was to be born at Jerusalem Alma 7:10. " And behold, he shall be born of Mary, at
Jerusalem which is the land of our forefathers,"

The second example I want to show in the Book of Mormon is found at
1 Nephi 2:8 " And it came to pass that he called the name of the river, Laman, and it emptied
into the Red Sea; and the valley was in the borders near the mouth thereof."

The problem with this verse in 1 Nephi is that there is no river Laman that empties into
the Red Sea. In fact there is no river at all that empties into the Red Sea.
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Encyclopaedia Britannica, Multimedia Disc

At the Strait of Mandeb the channel is kept open by blasting and 